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Section I. General Provisions

Chapter 1. Fundamental Provisions

Article 1. The Law of Civil Judicial Proceedings

1.The civil judicial procedure through the federal courts of general jurisdiction shall be stipulated
by the Constitution of the Russian federation, the Federal Constitutional Act “On the Judicial System in the Russian
Federation”, this Code and by other federal acts adopted in compliance with the above said. The civil judicial



procedure through Justice of the Peace shall be stipulated by the Federal Act “On Justice of the Peace in the Russian
Federation”, as well.

2.1f the international agreement, which the Russian Federation is a party to, stipulates the rules of civil judicial
procedure other than stipulated by law, those of international agreement shall be applied.

3.The civil judicial procedure shall be run in accordance with the federal acts effective within the timeframes of
examination and settlement of the civil case, fulfillment of some procedural activity or execution of court decisions
(court decisions, judgments, orders of the court, decisions of the supreme court with supervisory authority), other
bodies’ decisions (the Part has been supplemented since August 11, 2004 according to the Federal Act N0.94-FZ of
July 28, 2004).

4.For the lack of the procedural law norm regulating relations arisen in the course of civil judicial procedure, the
federal courts of general jurisdiction and justice of the peace (hereinafter referred also - court), shall apply the norm
regulating the similar relations (analogy by law), and for the lack of such a norm, shall act on the basis of general
principles of administration of justice in the Russian Federation (analogy by right or inference from general principles
of law).

Article 2. Tasks of the Civil Judicial Procedure

The civil judicial procedure is aimed to correct and timely examination and settlement of civil cases in order to
protect the infringed or challenged rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of people, institutions, rights and interests
of the Russian Federation, Russian Federation entities, municipal units, other entities being subjects to civil, labour or
other legal relationship. The civil judicial procedure must provide for strengthening of the legality, law and order,
prevention of law breaking, forming of the respectful attitude towards law and court.

Article 3. Right of Application to Court

1.The interested person has the right to apply to court in the procedure, established by law of civil judicial
procedure, for defense of violated or contested rights or legitimate interests.

2.Refusla of right to apply to court is invalid.
3. Before making the court of first instance’s decision, which accomplishes examination of merits of the civil case,

the parties may agree to transfer the dispute subject to the court’s jurisdiction, arisen from civil legal relationship, for
examination of the arbitrary, unless otherwise stipulated by federal law.

Article 4. Initiation of the Civil Case in Court

1.The court shall initiate the civil case on the basis of application filed by the person petitioned fro defense of his
rights, freedoms and legitimate interests.

2.When stipulated by this Code, by other federal acts, the civil case may be initiated by application of the person

acting on own behalf in defense of rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of another person, indefinite circle of
persons or in defense of the interests of the Russian Federation, Russian Federation entities, municipal units.

Article 5. Administration of Justice Solely by Courts

Justice regarding the civil cases in jurisdiction of general jurisdiction courts shall be administered solely by those
courts according to the rules, stipulated by legislation on civil judicial procedure.



Article 6. Equal Protection by the Law and Court

Justice in civil cases shall be administered on the basis of equal law and court protection guaranteed to all the
citizens, irrespectively their gender, ethnicity, nationality, language, origin, property and official capacity, place of
residence, religiosity, beliefs, membership in non-governmental associations, and other circumstances, and to all the
organizations, irrespectively their organizational-legal status, ownership, location, subordination and other
circumstances.

Article 7. Individual and Collegial Examination of Civil Cases

1.Civil cases shall be either personally examined by judges of court of first instances or collegially, when stipulated
by federal law.

2.In case this Code authorizes a judge with the right of personal examination of civil cases and performance of
particular procedural activity, the judge shall act on behalf of the court.

3.The cases, initiated by the complaints against court decisions, made by Judges of the Peace, shall be examined
through the appeal procedure personally by judges of the appropriate district courts.

4.Civil cases shall be examined collegially by the cassation and supervisory courts.

Article 8. Independence of Judiciary

1. While administering justice, judges are independent, and only subordinate to the Constitution of the Russian
Federation and federal law.

2. Judges examine and settle civil cases under the conditions barring any irrelevant influence. Any interference with
the judges’ activity pertaining to administration of justice shall be forbidden and entail legal responsibility.

3.Guarantees for judiciary independence shall be established by the Constitution of the Russian Federation and by
federal law.

Article 9. Language of Civil Judicial Procedure

1.Civil judicial procedure shall be run in Russian - the national language of the Russian Federation or in the
national language of the republic in the structure of the Russian Federation, on which territory the appropriate court is
situated. Civil judicial procedure in courts martial shall be hold in Russia.

2.Participants of the case, who do not know the language of the civil judicial procedure, shall be provided with
explanations and rights to give explanations, to make decisions, to speak, to petition, to complaint in their native
language or in any other freely chosen language of communication, and use the translator’s services.

Article 10. Publicity of Court Examination

1.Cases shall be publicly heard in all courts.

2. The cases dealing with the state secrets, secrecy of child’s adoption, and other cases, stipulated by federal law,
shall be examined by closed court sessions. Examination by closed court sessions shall be admitted also to grant a
petition filed by the participants in the case inquiring the necessity to keep commercial or other legitimate secrecy,
citizen’s private immunity and other circumstances, which open discussion can disturb the correct examination of case
or entail disclosure of the specified secrecy or infringement of citizen’s rights and legitimate interests.



3.Participants in the case, other persons attending the procedure, during which the information, specified in the
second part of this Article, could be revealed, shall be warned by court of responsibility for disclosure of that.

4.The court shall make a motivated decision concerning the entire or the part of court examination of case fulfilled
in the closed court session.

5.The closed court session shall be attended by the participants in the case, their representatives, and, if
necessary, witnesses, experts, and interpreters.

6.The case in closed court session shall be examined and settled with all rules of civil judicial procedure observed.

7.The participants in case, and citizens attending the open court session, shall have the right to fix in writing or
record by audio recorder the court trial. Making pictures, video recording, radio and TV broadcasting of court session
shall be admitted by permission of court.

8.Decisions of courts shall be announced publicly, except for the cases when such announcement touches the
rights and legitimate interests of minors.

Article 11. Governmental Legal Regulations Applied by the Court
in Settlement of Civil Cases

1.The court is obliged to settle civil cases on the basis of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, international
agreements, which the Russian Federation is a party to, federal constitutional acts, federal acts, legal regulations,
issued by the President of the Russian Federation, governmental legal regulations of the Russian Federation, legal
regulations, issued by federal authorities, constitutions (charters), acts, other legal regulations, issued by authorities of
Russian Federation entities, legal regulations, issued by local self government bodies. The court shall settle civil
cases on the basis of existing procedure of document circulation in the events, stipulated by legal regulations.

2.In the course of civil case settlement, the court shall apply the norms of the legal regulation having higher legal
force.

3.For the lack of rules of law, regulating the challenged relationship, the court shall apply the rules of law,
regulating the similar relationships (analogy by law), and for the lack of such rules, shall settle the case on general
bases and general sense of legislation (inference from general principles of law).

4.1f the international agreement, which the Russian Federation is a party to, stipulates the rules other than
stipulated by law, the court, while solving the civil case, shall apply those of international agreement.

5.While solving the cases, the court in compliance with federal act or international agreement shall apply the rules
of international law.

Article 12. Administration of Justice on the Basis of Parties’ Competitiveness and
Equality

1.The justice on civil cases shall be administered on the basis of competitiveness and equality of the parties.

2.The court, while preserving independence, objectivity and indifference shall govern the process, explain the rights
of the participants of the case, warns about consequences of either fulfillment or non-fulfillment of procedural activity,
assists to the participants of the case in realization of their rights, creates the conditions for comprehensive and
thorough investigation of evidence, ascertainment of actual circumstances and the correct application of legislation
while examining and solving civil cases.

Article 13. Obligation of Judicial Decisions



1.The courts shall make judicial decisions in the form of court orders, court decisions, court rulings, decrees of the
Presidium of the Supervisory Court (the Part has been added since August 11, 2004 according to the Federal Act
N0.94-FZ of July 28, 2004).

2.Court decisions, which came into legal force, and legal directives, demands, instructions, summons and requests
of courts are binding for all, without exception, authorities, local self government bodies, non-governmental
associations, officials, citizens, organizations and are subject to mandatory enforcement on the entire territory of the
Russian Federation.

3.Failure to execute a judicial decision or display of other contempt of court shall entail the responsibility stipulated
by federal law.

4.0Obligation of judicial decisions shall not deprive the interested persons, non participating in the cases, of their
right to apply to court, if made decision infringes their rights, freedoms and legitimate interests.

5. The decisions made by foreign courts, foreign arbitrary courts (arbitrages) shall be acknowledged and enforced

on the Russian Federation territory by international agreements, which the Russian Federation is a party to, and by
this Code.

Chapter 2. Constitution of the Court. Challenges.

Article 14. Constitution of Court.

1.Cases shall be examined by judges of court of first instances solely. In the events, stipulated by federal law, the
cases in the court of first instances shall be examined by three professional judges collegially.

2.Examination of cases in the cassation procedure shall be performed by the court, consisting of the judge-

chairman and two judges, in the supervisory procedure - by the court consisting of the judge-chairman and two
judges, at least.

Article 15. Procedure of Solution of Issues by Full Court

1.1.The issues arising during examination of the case by full court, shall be solved by majority of votes of judges.
None of judges shall have the right to abstain of voting. The chairman shall vote the last.

2.The judge, who disagrees with the majority opinion, may state in writing his individual opinion, which is to be
enclosed to the case, but shall not be announced while stating the court decision.

Article 16. Grounds for Judge Disqualification

1.Jusitice of the Peace, and the judge , as well, may not to examine the case and is subject to disqualification in the
following case:

1)participated in examination of the preceding case in the capacity of prosecutor, secretary of the court sitting,
representative, witness, expert, specialist, interpreter;

2)is a relative or a relative by marriage of any of the participants in the case, or their representatives;

3)is personally, directly or indirectly interested in the result of the case, or other circumstances are available
causing doubts in his objectivity and impartiality.



2.The court examining the case, may consist of the persons being relatives to each other.

Article 17. Inadmissibility of the Repeated Participation of the Judge in Case Examination

1.Jusitice of the Peace, who was examining the case, may not participate in examination of this case in neither
appellate, cassation nor supervisory court.

2.The judge, participated in examination of the case in court of first instance, may not participate in examination of
this case in cassation or supervisory court.

3.The judge, participated in examination of the case by the cassation court, may participate in examination of this
case neither by lower nor supervisory court.

4.The judge, participated in examination of the case by supervisory court, may participate in examination of the
case neither by lower nor by cassation court.

Article 18. The Grounds for Disqualification of Prosecutor, Secretary of Court Sitting,
Expert, Specialist, Interpreter

1.The grounds for judge’s disqualification, specified in Article 16 of this Code, shall extend also to prosecutor,
secretary of the court sitting, expert, specialist, and interpreter.

An expert or a specialist, moreover, may not participate in examination of the case, if he was or is in official or other
subordination to any of participants in the case, or their representatives.

2.Participation of prosecutor, secretary of the court sitting, expert, specialist or interpreter in the previous
examination of this case in the capacity of prosecutor, secretary of the court sitting, expert, specialist or interpreter,
respectively, is not the ground for their disqualification.

Article 19. Applications for Self-Rejections or Disqualifications

1.At availability of the grounds for disqualification, specified in Articles 16 to 18 of this Code, a justice of the Peace,
a judge, a secretary of the court sitting, an expert, a specialist, or an interpreter is obliged to claim self rejection. Under
the same grounds, self rejection could be claimed by the participants in the case, or examined by the initiative of the
court.

2.Self rejection or a rejection must be motivated and declared prior to the beginning of examination of merits of the
case. Self rejection or rejection in the course of examination of case could be only admitted, if the ground for either
self rejection or rejection became known to a declarant, or to the court after beginning of examination of the merits of
the case.

3.The procedure of settlement of the declaration on self rejection and consequences of such settlement shall be
determined according to the rules, stipulated by Articles 20 and 21 of this Code.

Article 20. Procedure of settlement of the Application of Self Rejection

1.In case, disqualification has been applied for, the court shall listen to opinion of the participants in the case, and
also of the person, whose disqualification has been applied for, if the person aforesaid is willing to give explanations.
The issue on disqualification shall be settled by the court decision made in the consultative room.

2.The issue of disqualification of the judge, examining the case solely, shall be settled by the same judge. When
the case is examined by the collegiate court, the issue on disqualification of a judge shall be settled by the same



composition of the court in absence of disqualified judge. Subject to equal number of votes, given for disqualification
and against disqualification, the judge shall be acknowledged disqualified. The issue on disqualification of several
judges or entire composition of the court shall be settled by the entire composition of the same court by simple
majority of votes.

The issue of disqualification of a prosecutor, a secretary of the court sitting, an expert, a specialist, an interpreter
shall be settled by the court examining the case.

Article 21. Consequences of Settlement of the Application of Disqualification

1.In case the justice of the Peace, examining the case, has been disqualified, the district court shall transfer the
case to another justice of the Peace acting on the territory of the same territorial district, or, for impossibility of such
transfer, the higher court shall transfer the case to justice of

the Peace of another district.

2.In case the judge or the entire composition of court are disqualified, while examining the case in the district court,
another judge or another composition of the court shall examine the case, otherwise, for impossibility to replace the
judge in the district court examining the case, the higher court shall transfer the case to another district court.

3.In case either judge or the entire composition of court have been disqualified while examining the case in the
supreme republican court, in regional, provincial court, in the court of the city of federal significance, in the court of
autonomous district, in the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, the case shall be examined in the same court
by other judge or other composition of court.

4.For impossibility to form the new composition of court for examination of this case supreme republican court,
provincial, district courts, court of the city of federal significance, autonomous district or autonomous circuit courts on

the reasons, specified in Article 17 of this Code, the case should be transferred to the Supreme Court of the Russian
Federation for determination of the court, where it shall be examined.

Chapter 3. Jurisdiction

Article 22. Jurisdiction of Courts over Civil Cases

1.Courts shall examine and solve the following:

1)The adversary proceedings referred to defense of infringed or challenged rights, freedoms and legitimate
interests, the disputes, arising from civil, family, labour, housing, land, ecological and other legal relations, with the
participation of citizens, organizations, state authorities, local self government bodies;

2)the cases under the claims, specified in Article 122 of this Code, to be solved in the mandative procedure;

3)the cases arising from public legal relations and those, specified in Article 245 of this Code;

d)the cases of special proceedings, specified in Article 262 of this Code;

5)the cases on challenge of arbitral awards and on issue of acts for compulsory execution of arbitral awards;

6)the cases on acknowledgement and enforcement of judgments made by foreign courts and foreign arbitral
awards.

2.Courts shall examine and solve the cases with participation of foreign citizens, people without citizenship, foreign
organizations, organizations with foreign investments, and international organizations.



3.Courts shall examine and solve the cases, stipulated by first and second parts of this Article, except for
economical disputes, and other cases, attributed by the federal constitutional law and federal law to arbitral
jurisdiction.

4 When application to court consists of several interconnected inseparable claims, a part of which referred to the
court of general jurisdiction, and another part - to arbitral court, the case shall be examined and solved by the court of
general jurisdiction.

In case the claims are separable, the judge shall make a decision to accept the claims referred to the court of
general jurisdiction, and to refuse of acceptance of those referred to arbitral court.

Article 23. Civil Cases in Jurisdiction of Justice of the Peace

1.Justice of the peace in the capacity of court of first instance shall examine the following:
1)the cases on issue of court order;
2)the cases on dissolution of marriage in absence of the dispute on children between the spouses;

3)the cases concerned with division of the common property acquired during marriage irrespectively amount of the
claim;

4)other cases arising from matrimonial law, except for the cases on challenge of paternity (maternity), on
establishment of paternity, on deprivation of parental rights, on adoption of a child;

5)the cases on the property disputes at the amount of claim not exceeding five hundred minimal monthly wage,
fixed by federal law as of the day of filing of the application;

6)the cases arising from labour relations, except for those on restitution at work and settlement of the collective
labour disputes;

7)the cases on ruling of the property using procedure.

2.0ther cases could also be referred to jurisdiction of justice of the peace by federal acts.

3.Upon joining of several interrelated claims, making change in a subject of claim or bringing of the counter claim,
making so a part of the claims dependent of the district court, but leaving another part in jurisdiction of justice of the
peace, all the claims shall be examined in the district court. In such a case, when jurisdiction of the case has been
changed in the process of justice of the peace examination, the latter shall transfer the case to examination by the
district court.

4.The disputes concerning jurisdiction between justice of the peace and district court shall not be admitted.

Article 24. Civil Cases in District Court Jurisdiction

The civil cases in jurisdiction of courts, except for those, stipulated by Articles 23, 25, 26 and 27 of this Code, shall
be examined by district courts in the capacity of court of first instance.

Article 25. Civil Cases in Jurisdiction of Courts Martial
and Other Specialized Courts

When stipulated by federal constitutional law, civil cases shall be examined by courts martial and other specialized
courts.



Article 26. Civil Cases in Jurisdiction of Supreme Republican Court, Provincial, Regional
Courts, Court of the City of federal Significance, Court of Autonomous Province and
Court of Autonomous Circuit

1.Supreme republican court, regional court, provincial court, a court of the city of federal significance, a court of
autonomous province and a court of autonomous circuit in the capacity of court of first instance shall examine the
following civil cases:

1)those related to state secrets;

2)those on impugnment of the normative legal acts, issued by state authorities of Russian Federation subjects, and
infringing the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of citizens and organizations;

The norm, contained in interrelated Clause 2 of Article 115and Clause 2 of Article 231 of the Civil Procedural Code
of the Russian Federation, and in interrelated Clause 2 of the first Part of Article 26, the first, second and fourth of
Article 251, second and third parts of Article 253 of this Code, which authorizes the court of general jurisdiction to
solve the cases on impugnment of the normative legal acts of Russian Federation subjects, has been acknowledged
out of line with the Constitution of the Russian Federation, its Articles 66 (parts 1 and 2), 76 (parts 3,4,5, and 6), 118
(part 2), 125 (parts 2,3, and 5), 126 and 128 (part 3), to the extent that the given norm admits settlement by court of
general jurisdiction of the cases on impugnment of constitutions and charters of Russian Federation subjects - Clause
1 of the Decree of the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation No. 13-P of July 18, 2003.

The norm, contained in interrelated Clause 2 of Article 1, Clause 1 of Article 21 and Clause 3 of Article 22 of the
Federal Act “On Office of Public Prosecutor in the Russian Federation”, Clause 2 of the first Part of Article 26, first
Part of Article 251 of this Code, which authorizes the Public Prosecutor to apply to court for acknowledgement of the
normative legal acts of Russian Federation entities being out of line with the Constitution of the Russian Federation,
its Articles 66 (parts 1 and 2), 76 (parts 3,4,5, and 6), 118 (part 2), 125 (parts 2,3, and 5), 126 and 128 (part 3) to the
extent that the given norm admits application of the prosecutor to the court of general jurisdiction for
acknowledgement of the provisions of constitutions and charters being out of line with Federal Act - Clause 2 of the
Decree of the Constitution Court of the Russian Federation No.13-P of July 18, 2003).

3)on suspension of the activity or liquidation of regional department or other structural subdivision of a political
party, interregional and regional non-governmental associations; on liquidation of local religious organizations,
centralized religious organizations consisting of local religious organizations, located within the limits of the same
entity of the Russian Federation; on the ban of the activity of interregional and regional non-governmental
associations and local religious organizations, centralized religious organizations, consisting of local religious
organizations, being not legal entities and located within the limits of the same entity of the Russian Federation; on
suspension or termination of the activity of mass media, distributed predominantly on the territory of one subject of the
Russian Federation;

4)on impugnment of the decisions (evasion of making decisions) made by the elective commissions of Russian
Federation subjects (irrespective of election or referendum level), circuit elective commissions for elections to
legislative (representative) authorities of Russian Federation subjects, except for the decisions leaving valid those
made by lower elective commissions or the appropriate commissions for referendum (the Clause is in the wording
effective since August 6, 2005 by the Federal Act N 93-FZ of July 21, 2005, - see the previous wording).

5)on breaking up of the elective commissions of Russian Federation subjects, circuit elective commissions for
elections to legislative (representative) authorities of Russian Federation subjects (the Clause has been added since
August 6, 2005 by the Federal Act N 93-FZ of July 21, 2005,).

2.0ther cases may be referred to jurisdiction of supreme republican court, provincial, regional courts, a court of the
city of federal significance, a court of an autonomous province and a court of an autonomous circuit.

Article 27. Civil Cases within Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation

1.Supreme Court of the Russian Federation in the capacity of court of first instance shall examine the following civil
cases:



1)on impugnment of non-normative legal acts of the President of the Russian Federation, non-normative legal acts
of Chambers of Federal Assembly, non-normative legal acts of the Government of the Russian Federation;

2)on impugnment of the normative legal acts of the President of the Russian Federation, normative legal acts of the
Government of the Russian Federation and normative legal acts of other federal authorities infringing rights, freedoms
and legitimate interests of citizens and organizations;

The normative provision, included in the second and third Parts of Article 253 of this Code interrelated to Clause 2
of the first Part of Article 27, the first, second and fourth Parts of Article 251 of this Code, under which the
acknowledgement of a normative legal act being out of line with federal law since the day of adoption or other day,
specified by the court, leads to invalidation of this normative legal act or a part of this, has no legal force since the day
of adoption and is not subject to application in the part, referred to inspection of the normative legal acts, which
according to Article 125 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation can be inspected during constitutional judicial
proceedings, as stated by the Decree of the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation No. 1-P of January 27,
2004.

As to this matter, see also the Decree of the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation No.37-O of March 4,
2004,

3)on impugnment of the decrees on suspension or termination of judges’ authority or on termination of their
dismissal;

4)on suspension of the activity or liquidation of political parties, all-Russia and international non-governmental
associations, on liquidation of centralized religious organizations possessing of local religious organizations on
territories of two and more subjects of the Russian Federation;

5)on appeal against decisions (evasion of making decisions) by the Central Elective Commission of the Russian
Federation (irrespective of election or referendum level), except for the decisions leaving valid those made by
subordinate elective commissions or appropriate commissions for referendum (the Clause is in the wording effective
since August 6, 2005 by the Federal Act N 93-FZ of July 21, 2005, - see the previous wording);

6)for settlement of the disputes arisen between federal authorities and authorities of Russian Federation subjects,
between authorities of different Russian Federation subjects, which have been transferred by the President of the
Russian Federation for examination of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation according to Article 85 of the
Constitution of the Russian Federation;

7)on breaking up of the Central Elective Commission of the Russian Federation (the Clause has been added since
August 6, 2005 by the Federal Act N 93-FZ of July 21, 2005).

2.0ther cases may be also referred to jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation by federal acts.

Article 28. Bringing a Claim at the Place of Residence or Whereabouts of Defendant

A claim shall be brought at the defendant’s place of residence. A claim to organization shall be brought to court at
the organization’s whereabouts.

Article 29. Jurisdiction at the Plaintiff’s Option

1.A claim against the defendant, whose place of residence is unknown or who is non-resident of the Russian
Federation, may be brought to court at the location of his property or at his last known place of residence in the
Russian Federation.

2.A claim against organization, resulted from the activity of its branch or representative office, may be brought to
court at the location of its branch or the representative office.

3.A plaintiff may bring claims to court on collection of alimonies and the paternity affiliation at his place of
residence.



4.The actions on dissolution of marriage may be brought also to court at the plaintiff's location in the events, that a
minor lives alongside of him, or the plaintiff's travel to the defendant’s location is hindered.

5.The claims for compensation of a damage caused by severe injury, or other physical injury or death of the bread
winner, may be brought by the plaintiff to court at the place of his residence or at the place of the damage caused.

6.The claims for restoration of labour, pension and housing rights, return of a property or its value, related to
compensation for losses, caused to a citizen due to illegal conviction, illegal bringing to criminal account, illegal
application of the custodial placement, or written undertaking not to leave a place, as a preventive punishment, or
illegal administrative punishment as an arrest, may be brought to court also at the place of the plaintiff's residence.

7.The claims for protection of the consumer’s rights may be also brought to court at the place of plaintiff's residence
or whereabouts, or at the place of conclusion or execution of the contract.

8.The claims for compensation for losses, caused by ships collision, collection of rewards for rendering assistance
and rescue on the sea may also be brought to court at the location of the defendant’s ship or a home port of the ship.

9.The claims, resulted from contracts, in which the place of execution is specified, may be also brought to court at
the place of execution of such a contract.

10.A plaintiff shall have the right to select of several courts the one, to which jurisdiction the case is referred
according to this Article.

Article 30. Exclusive Jurisdiction

1.The claims for the rights of land plots, areas of the interior of the Earth, detached water reservoirs, forests,
perennial plants, buildings, including habitable and non-habitable rooms, structures, erections, other projects tightly
connected with land, and also against the property sequestration shall be brought to court either at their location or at
the location of the distrained property.

2.The testator creditors’ claims brought before the inheritance has been accepted by heirs, shall fall under
jurisdiction at the place of opening of the inheritance.

3.Claims against carriers, resulting from the contracts of carriage, shall be brought to court at the location of the
carrier, against whom the claim has been brought in the established procedure.

Article 31. Jurisdiction of Several Interrelated Cases

2.A counter claim shall be brought at the place of examination of the primary one.

3.A civil claim, resulting from the criminal case, if has not been brought or settled in the course of criminal
proceedings, shall be brought for examination in civil judicial proceedings according to rules of jurisdiction, stipulated
by this Code.

Article 32. Agreed Jurisdiction

The parties on the basis of reciprocal agreement may change territorial jurisdiction of this case before it was
accepted by court to judicial proceedings. The jurisdiction, defined by Articles 26, 27 and 30 of this Code, is not
subject to variation by parties’ agreement.

Article 33. Transfer of the Case, Accepted by Court to Judicial Proceedings, to Another
Court



1.A case, accepted by court to judicial proceedings according to rules of jurisdiction, must be settled by one court
on the merits, though, it will come further to jurisdiction of another court.

2.The court shall transfer a case for examination of another one, if:

1)a defendant, whose place of residence or whereabouts was not known before, is petitioning for transfer the case
to a court local to his place of residence or whereabouts;

2)both parties petitioned for examination of a case at the location of the majority of evidence;

3)examination of a case in the given court revealed that the case has been accepted to the proceedings in defiance
of rules of jurisdiction;

4)Substitution of judges or examination of the case in this court becomes impossible after demurrer to one or
several judges or on other reasons. If so, a higher court shall refer the case.

3.The decision of court on either transfer or on refusal of transfer of a case to another court shall be made, which
may be appealed in separate procedure. The case shall be transferred to another court upon the deadline of appeal
against this decision, but when a complaint is to be brought - after taking the court decision on passing over the
complaint.

4.The case transferred from one to another court must be accepted to judicial proceedings by the competence
court, to which it was sent. Disputes on jurisdiction between courts in the Russian Federation are not admitted.

Chapter 4. Persons Participating in a Case

Article 34. The Participants of a Case

The parties, third persons, a prosecutor, the persons, applying to court for protection of rights, freedoms and
legitimate interests of other persons or those entering the process in order to give a conclusion under the grounds,
stipulated by Articles 4, 46 and 47 of this Code, applicants and other persons concerned in the cases of special
proceedings and in the cases originating from public legal relations, shall be participants in the case.

Article 35. Rights and Duties of the Participants in a Case

1.The participants in a case have the right to acquaint with materials of the case, make extracts from those, to copy
those, to demur, to submit evidence and participate in their investigation, to put questions to other participants in the
case, to witnesses, experts, and specialists; to petition, including demand evidence; to give verbal and written
explanations to court; to give own reasons per any issues arising during judicial investigation, to object against
petitions and reasons given by other participants in the case; to appeal against court decisions and use other
procedural rights, given by legislation on the civil judicial proceedings. The persons participating in a case must bona
fide use all procedural rights own by them.

2.The persons participating in a case bear procedural duties, stipulated by this Code, other federal acts. Failure to
execute the procedural duties entails the consequences, stipulated by legislation on civil judicial proceedings.

Article 36. Civil Standing

The equal civil standing of all the citizens and organizations vested with the right of legal protection of their rights,
freedoms and legitimate interests is acknowledged.



Article 37. Legal Capacity to Sue

1.A capacity to fulfill procedural rights, to perform procedural duties through one own activity and to commission an
agent to lead a case in court (legal capacity to sue) belongs in a full volume to the citizens attained their eighteen, and
organizations.

2.A minor person may personally fulfill his/her procedural rights and perform his/her procedural duties in the court
after marriage or after acknowledged fully capable (emancipation).

3.Rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of minors from their fourteen to eighteen years, and also citizens of
restricted capability shall be protected in the proceedings by their legitimate representatives. The court, however, is
obliged to attract to participation in such cases the minors themselves, and also citizens of the restricted capability.

4 When stipulated by federal law, within the framework of the cases arising from civil, family, labour, public and
other legal relationships, minors at their fourteen to eighteen years have the right to defend in court their rights,
freedoms and legitimate interests. The court is authorized, however, to attract to participation in such cases legal
representatives of the minors.

5.Rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of the minors under fourteen years old, and also the citizens

acknowledged incapable, shall be protected during the proceedings by their legal representatives - parents, adoptive
parents, tutors, guardians or other persons, who was so authorized by federal law.

Article 38. The Parties
1.The Parties in the judicial civil proceedings shall be a plaintiff and a defendant.
2.A person, in whose interest a case has been initiated by the application filed by the persons applying for
protection of rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of other persons, shall be notified by the court of the

proceedings initiated and participate in this.

3.The parties shall have equal procedural rights and bear equal procedural duties.

Article 39. Alteration of a Claim, Renunciation of a Claim, Confession of an Action,
Peaceful Agreement

1.A plaintiff is empowered to change a ground or a subject of claim, to increase or reduce the amount of plaintiff's
claim, otherwise to renounce of a claim, the defendant is empowered to recognize a claim, the parties are empowered
to end the case by peaceful agreement.

2.Court shall not accept the plaintiff's renunciation of a claim, recognition of a claim by the defendant and shall not
approve peaceful agreement, if this is illegal or infringes rights and legitimate interests of other persons.

3.Upon alteration of a claim’s ground or a claim’s subject, increase in the amount of the plaintiff's claim, the period,

stipulated by this Code for examination of a case, shall begin since the day of performance of an appropriate
procedural action.

Article 40. Participation of Several Plaintiffs or Several Defendants in a Case

1.A claim may be brought to court jointly by several plaintiffs or against several defendants (co-parties in the
proceedings).

2.Co-participation in the proceedings shall be admitted in the following cases:

1)common rights or duties of several plaintiffs or defendants are subject to dispute;



2)rights and duties of several plaintiffs have one ground;
3)similar rights and duties are subject to dispute.

3.Each of the plaintiffs or defendants in the proceedings shall act independently regarding another party. Co-parties
may commission one or several co-parties to plead the case.

For impossibility to examine a case in absence of a co-defendant or co-defendants because of disputable legal
relations, court on its own initiative shall bring him or them to participation in a case. After attraction of a co-defendant
or co-defendants, the preparation and examination of a case shall start from the very beginning.

Article 41. Substitution of Inappropriate Defendant

1.While preparing or examining a case in the court of first instance, substitution of an inappropriate defendant with
an appropriate one can be admitted under the plaintiff's petition or consent. Upon substitution of an inappropriate
defendant with an appropriate one, the preparation and examination of a case shall start from the very beginning.

2.In case a plaintiff disagrees with substitution of an inappropriate defendant with another person, court shall
examine the case initiated by the claim filed.

Article 42. Third Persons Independently Claiming Regarding a Subject-Matter of Case

1.Third persons presenting independent claims regarding a subject-matter of case may enter the case before the
court of first instance rendered a decision. They will have all rights and perform all duties of a plaintiff.

As to the persons presenting independent claims regarding a subject-matter of case, a judge shall make a decision
to acknowledge them by third persons in the examined case or to refuse of acknowledgement them by third persons
that could be appealed against in a private procedure.

2.After third person, presenting independent claims regarding a subject-matter of case, entered a case,
examination of the case shall start from the very beginning.

Article 43. Third Persons Non-Claiming Independently on a Subject-Matter of Case

1.Third persons, non-claiming independently on a subject-matter of case, may enter the case either at a plaintiff's
or a defendant’s side before the court of first instance rendered a decision on the case, if the latter can influence their
rights or duties with respect to one of the parties. They also can be attracted to participation in a case under petition of
the persons, participating in a case, or by court initiative. Third persons, non-claiming independently on a subject-
matter of case, shall have procedural rights and perform procedural duties of a party, except for the right to change
the ground or a subject of a claim, to increase or reduce the amount of the plaintiff's claim, renounce the claim, to
acknowledge a claim or to sign peaceful agreement, as well as to bring a counter-claim and to demand compulsory
execution of the court judgment.

Court shall make a decision on entering to the case of third persons, who have not claimed independently on a
subject-matter.

2.Upon the third persons, non-claiming independently regarding a subject matter, have entered the case, the court
trial shall start from the very beginning.

Article 44. Succession in Chose in Action



1.In the events, when one of the parties drops out of a disputable or established by court decision legal relationship
(citizen’s death, reorganization of a legal entity, chose in action, assignment of a debt and other replacement of
persons in liabilities), the court admits substitution of this party with its assignee. Succession is possible at any stage
of civil judicial proceedings.

2.All actions, fulfilled before the assignee has entered the procedure, are binding for him to the extent they were
binding for a person substituted by the latter.

3.A private complaint could be lodged against the court’s decision on substitution or on refusal of substitution of the
assignee.

Article 45. Prosecutor’s Participation in a Case

1.Prosecutor has the right to apply to court in defense of rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of citizens,
indefinite circle of persons or interests of the Russian Federation, subjects of the Russian Federation, municipal
formations. Prosecutor may file the application in defense of rights, freedoms and legitimate interest of a citizen only in
the event that a citizen can not apply to court personally because of state of health, age, incapacity and on other good
reasons.

2.The prosecutor, who filed an application, shall have all procedural rights and perform all procedural duties of a
plaintiff, except for the right to sign peaceful agreement and duty to pay cost. In case, a prosecutor refuses of the
application filed in defense of legitimate interests of another person, examination of the merits of case is proceeding
unless the person or his legal representative declared refusal of a claim. Upon plaintiff refused of a claim, the court
shall stop the proceedings unless this conflicted law or infringed the rights and legitimate interests of other persons.

3.Prosecutor shall enter the proceedings and make a conclusion under the cases regarding eviction, restitution at
work, on indemnification of a harm caused to life or health, and also in other cases, stipulated by this Code and other
federal acts, in order to fulfill the given authorities.

Failure of the prosecutor, notified of the time and place of examination of the case, is not an obstacle to case
hearing.

Article 46. Application to Court for Protection of Rights, Freedoms and Legitimate
Interests of other Persons

1.In the events, stipulated by law, authorities, local self government bodies, organizations or citizens have the right
to apply to court for protection of rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of other persons by request of those, or for
protection of rights, freedoms and legitimate interest of indefinite circle of persons. If that's the case, an application for
protection of legitimate interests of incapable or under age citizen may be filed irrespectively the request of the person
concerned or his legal representative.

2.The persons, applied for protection of legitimate interests of others, shall have all procedural rights and perform
all procedural duties of plaintiff, except for the right to conclude peaceful agreement and the duty to pay costs. In
case, bodies, organizations or citizens refused to support the claim, which they brought in interests of another person,
and also, in case, the plaintiff withdrew a claim, the procedural consequences shall ensue, as stipulated by second
Part of Article 45 of this Code.

Article 47. Participation of the Authorities, Local Self Government Bodies in the Case in
Order to Make an Opinion

1.In the cases, stipulated by federal law, authorities, local self government bodies in order to fulfill their powers and
to protect rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of other persons or interests of the Russian Federation, subjects of
the Russian Federation, or municipal formations shall enter the proceedings on their own initiative or on the initiative



of the participants in the case, to make a conclusion on a case before the court of first instance rendered the
judgment.

2.In the cases, stipulated by federal law, and in other cases, if need be, the court on its own initiative may attract an

authority or a local self government body to participation in the case in order to achieve the goals, specified in the first
part of this Article.

Chapter 5. Representatives in Court

Article 48. Conducting the Case through Representatives

1.Citizens have the right to conduct their cases in court personally or through representatives. Citizen’s personal
participation in a case shall not deprive him/her of the right to have a representative in the case.

2.Cases for organizations shall be conducted by the bodies, operating within the powers vested by federal law,
other legislative acts or constituent documents, or by their representatives.

Powers of the bodies, conducting the cases for organizations, shall be proved by the documents, identifying official
status of their representatives, and, if necessary, by constituent documents.

An authorized representative of the liquidation commission shall act on behalf of an organization under liquidation.

Article 49. Persons Empowered as Representatives in Court

Capable persons, who are accordingly empowered to conduct a case, except for those, specified in Article 51 of
this Code, may be representatives in court. The persons, specified in Article 52 of this Code, have powers of
representatives by law.

Article 50. Representatives Appointed by Court

Court appoints a lawyer (barrister) as a representative in absence of the representative of the defendant, whose
place of residence is unknown, and also in other cases, stipulated by federal law.

Article 51. The Persons Unable to be Representatives in Court

Judges, investigators, prosecutors may not be representatives in court except for the cases when they participate
in the legal proceedings as representatives of appropriate bodies or legal representatives.

Article 52. Legal Representatives

1.Rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of incapables or partly capable citizens shall be defended in court by
their parents, adoptive parents, tutors, guardians and other persons empowered appropriately by federal law.

2.As an agent (a representative) of a citizen, legally acknowledged missing, the trustee of his property shall act in
the proceedings.



3.Legal representatives perform on behalf of the represented ones all procedural activity, for which the represented
persons are authorized, yet, with the restrictions, stipulated by law.

Legal representatives may commission another persons elected by them as the representative to conduct a case in
court.

Article 53. Registration of Representative’s Authority

1.Representative’s authorities must be expressed in the power of attorney, issued and registered according to law.

2.Powers of attorney, being issued by citizens, may be certified by notary or by the organization, where the
principal works or studies, by housing service organization at the place of principal’s residence, administration of the
institution for social security of the population, where the principal stays, and also by administration of the hospital,
where the principal undergoes medical treatment, by the commander officer (chief) of an appropriate military unit,
body of troops, institution, military education institute, if powers of attorney are issued by servicemen, staff of these
units, bodies of troops, institutions, military education institutes or their family members. Powers of attorney, issued by
people staying at the institutions of confinement, shall be certified by the chief of an appropriate institution.

3.The power of attorney on behalf of the organization shall be provided with signature of manager or other persons
accordingly authorized by constituent documents, and a stamp of this organization.

4. Legal representatives shall provide the court with the documents identifying their status and authority.

5.The lawyer’s right to speak before the court as a representative shall be certified by a writ, issued by an
appropriate lawyer’s formation.

6.The representative’s authorities may also be defined by verbal announcement, recorded into the minutes of court
sitting, or by written application of the principal to court.

Article 54. Representative’s Authorities

A representative shall have the right to perform on behalf of the person he acts for all procedural activity. The right
of the representative to sign a writ, to present it to court, to transfer a dispute for arbitration, to bring a counter claim,
to withdraw partly or fully a claim, to reduce claims, to recognize a claim, to change a subject matter or the grounds of
a claim, to sign peaceful agreement, to assign powers to another persons (transfer of a power of attorney), to appeal
against court decision, to submit an execution document for collecting, to receive an adjudicated property or money
should be, however, specially stipulated by power of attorney, issued by the person, whom a representative acts for.

Chapter 6. Evidence and Proof of Evidence

Article 55. Evidence
l.Information on facts, received in legally established procedure, on which basis the court establishes either
presence or absence of the circumstances substantiating claims and objections of the parties, and also other
circumstances significant for the correct examination and settlement of the case, shall be evidence in the case.

These information may be obtained from explanation of the parties and third persons, witness evidence, written
and material evidence, audio- and video records, expert conclusions.

2.Evidence, obtained in defiance of law, are illegal and can not be the ground for court decision.



Article 56. Duty to Proof

1.Each party must proof the circumstance, which it referred to as the grounds of claims and objections, unless
otherwise stipulated by federal law.

2.Court shall define which of the circumstances are significant for the case, which of the parties should proof them,
shall bring the circumstances for discussion if even the parties have not referred to some of those.

Article 57. Submission and Demanding of Evidence

1.The parties and other persons, participating in the case, shall submit evidence. Court is empowered to offer them
to submit additional evidence. In case, these persons have difficulties in submission of necessary evidence, the court
by their petition shall assist in collection and demanding of evidence.

2.The evidence per se, the significant circumstances for correct examination and settlement of a case, which can
be proved or controverted by this evidence, and the reasons preventing obtainment of evidence and location of that
shall be specified in the inquiry for evidence. Court shall provide a party with inquiry for obtainment of evidence or
directly inquire the evidence. The person holding the evidence, inquired by court, shall send it to the court or hand it
over to a person having an appropriate inquiry for submission to court.

3.Officials or citizens totally unable to submit inquired evidence or within the period fixed by court, must notify of
that court within five days since receipt of the inquiry and indicate the reasons. For failure to notify the court, and for
non-fulfilment of court demand to submit evidence on unreasonable excuse, the guilty officials or citizens non-
participating in case shall be penalized as follows: officials - at a rate of up to 10 legal monthly wage, citizens - up to
five minimal legal monthly wages.

4.Penalizing shall not exempt the respective officials and citizens, possessing of the demanded evidence, from
submission thereof to court.

Article 58. Review and Investigation of Evidence on Site

1.Court may review and investigate written or material evidence at their place of storage or location for impossibility
or difficulty to submit those to court.

2.Court shall review and investigate evidence while notifying the participants in the case, whose default (failure to
appear), however, does not prevent the review and investigation. If need be, experts, specialists, and witnesses can
be drawn to participation in review and investigation.

3.The review and investigation on site shall be made up by the report.

Article 59. Relevance of Evidence

Court accepts only the evidence, which is significant for examination and settlement of the case.

Article 60. Admissibility of Evidence

The facts of the case, which in accordance with law must be supported by certain evidence, can not be proved by
any other evidence.



Article 61. Grounds for Exemption from Substantiation

1.The facts recognized by court as broadly known should not be proved.

2.The facts, ascertained by enforced court decision rendered in earlier tried case are mandatory for the court. The
specified facts shall not be proved again and shall not be challenged while examining another case, in which the same
persons participate.

3.In the course of examination of the civil case, the facts, established by enforced arbitral award, should not be
proved and may not to be challenged by the participants in the case, which has been settled by the arbitration.

4. The enforced court judgment on criminal case is mandatory for the court examining the case on civil and legal
consequences of the actions, committed by a sentenced person, regarding the questions whether these actions have
been committed, and, if so, whether they have been committed by the given person.

Article 62. Judicial Commission

1.The court, examining the case, if needs to obtain the evidence, located in other city or region, shall commission
an appropriate court to perform a certain procedural activity.

2.In a prejudication referred to judicial commission, the content of the case under trial is briefly stated, and
information on parties, their places of residence or whereabouts shall be specified; the facts to be elucidated and
evidence to be collected by the commissioned court shall be specified. This prejudication is obligatory for the court,
which is addressed to, and must be fulfilled within one month upon receipt.

3.Judicial proceedings could be adjourned for the period of fulfillment of judicial commission.

Article 63. Procedure of Judicial Commission

1.Judicial commission shall be performed during court sitting according to the rules, stipulated by this Code. The
persons, participating in a case, shall be notified of the time and the place of court sitting, however, their default is not
an obstacle to fulfill a commission. The minutes and all evidence, collected during commission, shall be immediately
sent to the court examining the case.

2.In case, the persons participating in a case, witnesses or experts, who have given explanations, depositions, or
conclusions to the commissioned court, appear in court examining the case, they give explanations, depositions, and
conclusions in general procedure.

Article 64. Security of Evidence

The persons, participating in a case, who have the reasons to suppose that submission of necessary evidence
shall be subsequently impossible or difficult, may ask the court to secure these evidence.

Article 65. Application for Security of Evidence

1.The application for security of evidence shall be filed to the court examining the case or the one, in which judicial
circuit the procedural actions in security of evidence should be performed. In the application the following shall be
specified: the contents of a case under the trial; information on the parties and place of their residence or
whereabouts; the evidence to be secured; the circumstances, for which substantiation the evidence is required; the
reasons forced the applicant to petition for security of evidence.

2.A separate complaint could be lodged against the court ruling on refusal of security of evidence.



Article 66. Procedure of Security of Evidence

1.A judge shall secure evidence according to the rules, stipulated by this Code.

2.The minutes and all the materials, collected in security of evidence, shall be transferred to the court examining
the case, of what the participants of the case shall be notified.

3.In case, the evidence have been secured in other court than that, examining the case, the rules, stipulated by
Articles 62 and 63 of this Code, shall be applied.

Article 67. Evaluation of Evidence

1.Court shall evaluate evidence on the basis of own internal convictions based on comprehensive, thorough,
overall, unbiased and direct investigation.

2.None of evidence have predetermined force for the court.

3.Court shall evaluate relevance, admissibility, authenticity of each the evidence individually, and also a sufficiency
and interrelation of evidence in aggregate.

4 .Court is obliged to reflect the results of evidence’s evaluation in the judgment, in which the motifs of acceptance
of these evidence in substantiation of court conclusions, the reasons of refusal of other evidence, and also the
reasons of preference given to a certain evidence, shall be specified.

5.While evaluating the instruments or other written evidence, the court is obliged, taking into account other
evidence, to make sure that such instruments or another written evidence originate from the body accordingly
authorized to submit such type of evidence, have been signed by an authorized person, contain all other essential
parts of such type evidence.

6.While evaluating a copy of the instrument or another written evidence, the court shall verify whether the contents
of the instrument was modified by copying as compared to its original, by what technique the copy was made, whether
copying guarantees an authenticity of the copy to the original instrument, by what means the copy of the instrument
has been maintained.

7.Court can not consider proved the circumstances substantiated by only a copy of the instrument or another
written evidence, if the original instrument was lost and was not transferred to court, and the copies of the instrument
submitted by each litigant are not identical with each other, and if it is impossible to establish original content of an
original instrument by means of other evidence.

Article 68. Pleadings of Parties and Interveners

1.Explanations of parties in the case and interveners concerning known by them circumstances significant for a
correct trial of the case, are subject to examination and evaluation along with other evidence. In case, the party, which
is obliged to prove its claims or objections, retains the evidence in its disposition not submitting them to court, the
court is empowered to substantiate its conclusions by explanation given by another party.

2.Recognition by a party of the circumstances, on which the other party substantiates its claims or objections, shall
exempt the latter from the necessity to further prove these circumstances. Recognition shall be brought into the
minutes of court sitting. The recognition stated in written application shall be enclosed to the case papers.

3.In case court has the reasons to suggest that recognition was aimed to cover actual facts of the case or under
influence of fraud, constraint, threat, bona fide ignorance, the court shall not accept the recognition and make of this a
court ruling. If this is the case, the given facts are subject to proof on general grounds.



Article 69. Testimony

1.A witness is the person, who might know some data relevant to the important facts for examination and
settlement of the case. The data, reported by witness, shall not be considered evidence if the latter can not indicate
the source of his knowledge.

2.A person petitioning on summon of a witness is obliged to specify, what significant facts for examination and
settlement of the case the witness in able to prove, and to inform the court of the witness’s given name, patronymic,
family name, and place of residence.

3.The following persons are not subject to examination in court in the capacity of witnesses:

1)representatives in a civil case or defense lawyers in a criminal case, in the case on administrative violation - as to
the facts which became known by them during performance of their duties as the representatives or defense lawyers;

2)judges, jurymen, people court and arbitral assessors - as to the issues arising in the decision room during
discussion of the facts of the case, while rendering a judgment or a sentence;

3)clergymen of religious organizations passed the state registration - as to the facts, which became known by
them as the result of confession.

4. The following persons have the right to refuse of giving testimony:
1)a citizen against himself;

2)spouses against each other, children, including adopted ones, against parents, or adoptive parents, parents,
adoptive parents against children, including adopted children;

3)brothers, sisters against each other, grandfather, grandmother against grandchildren and vice versa;
4)deputies of legislative bodies - as to the data became known by them due to performance of deputy’s powers;

5)Commissioner for human rights in the Russian Federation - as to information became known by him due to
performance of his duties.

Article 70. Obligations and Rights of Witness

1.A person, called as a witness to court, is obliged to come to the court at a fixed time and to
give true testimony. A witness may be examined by court at his whereabouts if unable to appear to court due to
illness, age, disability or other good reasons.

2.A witness shall be responsible according to Criminal Code of the Russian Federation for giving knowingly false
testimony and for failure to give testimony on the reasons unstipulated by federal law.

3.A witness has the right of compensation for costs related to call to the court and of cash indemnity for loss of
time.

Article 71. Documentary Evidence

1.Documentary evidence encompasses statements, agreements, certificates, business correspondence, other
documents and instruments in digital form or in a hard-copy plot, including those received by fax, electronic and other
means of communication or by another way allowing authentication of the document. Sentences and court
judgments, other court decrees, minutes of legal proceedings, annexes to the minutes of legal proceedings (drafts,
maps, plans, drawings) shall be referred to documentary evidence.



2.Documentary evidence shall be submitted in original or in appropriately certified copy.

Original instruments shall be submitted when the facts of the case should be proved by such instruments only,
according to acts or other normative legal provisions, or the case could not be settled without original instruments, or
when the different by contents copies of an instrument have been submitted.

3.Copies of documentary evidence, submitted to court by a participant in a case, or those inquired by court shall be
sent to other participants in a case.

4.A document, obtained in a foreign state, shall be recognized by documentary evidence in court, unless its
authenticity disproved, and provided that it was legalized in the established procedure.

5.Foreign official instruments shall be recognized by documentary evidence in court without their legalization in the
events, stipulated by the international agreement, which the Russian Federation is a party to.

Article 72. Return of Documentary Evidence

1.The documentary evidence available in a case, shall be returned by request of the persons, submitted those,
upon enforcement of the court judgment. Thereunto, the copies of documentary evidence, certified by judge, shall be
retained in a file.

2.At discretion of court, the documentary evidence could be returned to the persons, submitted them, prior to
enforcement of court judgment.

Article 73. Material Evidence

Material evidence are the items, which appearance, properties, location or other signs may serve the instrument for
establishing significant facts in examination and settlement of a case.

Article 74. Storage of Material Evidence

1.Material evidence shall be kept in court, except for the cases, stipulated by federal law.

2.The material evidence, which can not be delivered to court, shall be stored at their location or at another place
defined by court. They should be examined by court, thoroughly described, and if need be, photographed and sealed
up. Court and custodian shall take measures to keep the material evidence in stable condition.

3.Storage cost of material evidence shall be divided between the parties according to Article 98 of this Code.

Article 75. Examination and Investigation of Perishable Material Evidence

1.Court shall examine and investigate perishable material evidence immediately on a site or at another place,
determined by court, whereupon, shall return them to a person, submitted them for examination and investigation, or
shall transfer them to the organizations, which may use them according to destination. In the last case, items of
similar type and quality or their cost could be returned to the owner of material evidence.

2.The persons, participating in a case, shall be notified of the time and the place of examination of such material
evidence. Default of the appropriately notified participants in a case is not an obstacle to examine and investigate the
material evidence.

3.Data of examination and investigation of perishable material evidence shall be entered to the protocol.



Article 76. Disposal of Material Evidence

1.Upon enforcement of court judgment, material evidence shall be returned to the persons, of whom they were
obtained, or handed over to the persons, entitled by court to these items, or sold in the procedure, determined by
court.

2.The items, which according to federal law may not be in citizen’s property or ownership, shall be transferred to
appropriate organizations.

3.Material evidence, after have been examined and investigated by court, may be returned before the completion
of the proceedings to the persons, of whom they have been obtained, provided that the latter requested for that, and
such a request does not prevent correct settlement of a case.

4. On the issues relevant to disposal of material evidence, court shall make a ruling, against which a private
complaint could be lodged.

Article 77. Audio and Video Records

A person submitting audio and (or) video records on electronic or other media, or the one inquiring such records, is
obliged to specify, when, who and under what conditions has made the records.

Article 78. Storage and Return of Media for Audio and Video Records

1.Media for audio and video records shall be kept in court. The court shall take measures to maintain them in
stable condition.

2.In an exceptional cases after enforcement of court judgment, media for audio and video records may be returned
to the person or the organization, of whom they have been obtained. A participant in a case, by his request, could be
provided with the copies of records made for his own account.

Court shall make a court ruling concerning the return of audio and video records media, against which a separate
complaint may be lodged.

Article 79. Appointment of Expert Examination

1.If the issues, requiring special knowledge in various fields of science, technique, arts, craft, arise within the
framework of judicial proceedings, court shall appoint the expert examination. Judicial expert institution, a particular
expert or several experts may be authorized to run the expert examination.

2.Each of the parties and other persons, participating in a case, have the right to submit to court the issues to be
solved by the expert examination. The final circle of issues, demanding the expert opinion, shall be determined by
court. Court is obliged to justify refusal of the proposed issues.

The parties and other participants in a case have the right to request the court to appoint the expert examination at
the particular judicial expert institution or to commission a particular expert; to deny an expert; to formulate the
guestions for an expert; to acquaint with the court ruling regarding appointment of the expert examination and with the
questions, formulated therein; to acquaint with the expert’'s conclusion; to petition to court for the appointment of the
follow-up, additional, integrated or commission expert examination.

3.1f the party evades from participation in expert examination, fails to provide experts with the necessary materials
and instruments for investigation and in other cases, provided that the facts of the case require participation of the
party in expert examination, the court is empowered to recognize the fact, for which elucidation the expert examination
has been appointed, either proved or rejected, depending on what a party is avoiding the expert examination, and
how important is it for the latter.



Article 80. The Contents of the Court Ruling on
Appointment of Expert Examination

1.In the court ruling on appointment of expert examination, court shall specify the name of the court, the date of
appointment of expert examination; names of the parties in the examined case; name of the expert examination; the
facts, for approval or rejection of which the expert examination is appointed; the questions put before an expert; family
name, given name and patronymic of an expert or the name of expert institution commissioned to perform the expert
examination; the materials and documents, submitted to the expert for comparative investigation; special
requirements of handling those, while investigating, if necessary; the name of the party to pay for expert examination.

2.The court ruling shall also specify, that an expert shall be warned by court or the head of judicial expert institution

on responsibility, stipulated by Criminal Code of the Russian Federation for issue of knowingly false conclusion, if the
expert from this institution is carrying out expert examination.

Article 81. Obtaining of Sighature Specimen for Comparative Investigation of an
Instrument and Signature on the Instrument

1.In case the authenticity of signature on an instrument or on other documentary evidence is contested by a
person, whose signature presents on those, court is empowered to obtain signature specimens for further
comparative investigation. Necessity of obtaining of a signature specimen shall be stated in the court ruling.

2.A judge or court may obtain signature specimens with the expert’s assistance.

3.0btaining of signature specimens shall be made up by a protocol, reflecting the time, place and conditions of

obtaining of signature specimens. The protocol shall be signed by a judge, a person, whose signature’s specimens
have been obtained, and by expert, if participated in this procedural action.

Article 82. Integrated Expert Examination

1.Court shall appoint an integrated expert examination, if establishment of facts of the case requires simultaneous
researches in various fields of knowledge or using different scientific trends in the same area of knowledge.

2.Integrated expert examination shall be commissioned to several experts. On the basis of the completed
researches, experts shall formulate general conclusion on the facts and state this in the opinion to be signed by all the
experts.

The experts, who have not participated in formulating of general conclusion or disagree with this, shall sign only
their investigative part of the conclusion.

Article 83. Commission Expert Examination

1.Commission expert examination shall be appointed by court for establishing the facts by two and more experts in
the same area of knowledge.

2. Experts confer with each other and, after coming to general opinion, formulate and sign the opinion.

The expert, who disagrees with one another or several experts, is empowered to give a separate opinion by all or
individual issues caused disagreement.



Article 84. Procedure of Expert Examination

1.Experts from judicial expert institutions, entrusted by heads of these institutions or other experts, entrusted by
court, shall fulfill expert examination.

2.The expert examination shall be fulfilled during court session or beyond the court session, if it is imposed by type
of investigation, or for impossibility or difficulties to deliver materials or instruments for investigation in court session.

3.Participants in a case have the right to attend at expert examination, except for the events, when their attendance
can hinder the investigation, experts’ consulting and making up of expert witnesses’ opinion.

Article 85. Expert’s Duties and Rights

1.Expert is obliged to initiate the expert examination, he was charged with by court, and to execute a
comprehensive investigation of submitted materials and instruments; to give substantiated and unbiased opinion as to
the questions put to him and to send it to court appointed the expert examination; to appear in court when summoned
for personal participation in the court session and to answer the questions related to executed investigation and the
given opinion.

In case the disputable matters go beyond the expert’s special knowledge, or the materials and the instruments are
unclaimable or insufficient for execution of investigation and making opinion, the expert is obliged to send to court,
which appointed the expert examination, a substantiated written notification of impossibility to give the expert
witnesses’ opinion.

Expert shall secure safety of the materials and the instruments, submitted for investigation, and shall return them to
court along with the opinion or the notification of impossibility to give an opinion.

2.Expert has no right to independently collect the materials for execution of the expert examination; to contact
personally with participants in a process, if this prejudices his neutrality to the issue of claim; to disclose the data,
which became known to him due to execution of the expert examination, or to report to somebody the results of the
expert examination except for the court, which appointed the one.

3.As long as it is necessary for making opinion, the expert is empowered to acquaint with the materials of the case
relevant to the matter of expertise; to request the court of additional materials and instruments for research; to put

questions during court session to the participants in the case and to witnesses; to petition on attraction of other
experts to expert examination.

Article 86. Expert’s Opinion

1.Expert shall give written opinion.

2.The expert’s opinion must contain a detailed description of the research completed, the conclusions, resulted
from this research, and the answers on disputable questions. In case, an expert, while executing the expert
examination, established the facts of importance for examination and settlement of the case, regarding to which,
however, he was not questioned, he is empowered to include the conclusions concerning these facts into his opinion.

3.The expert’s opinion is not binding for court and is evaluated by court according to the rules, stipulated by Article
67 of this Code. Court’s disagreement with the opinion must be substantiated either in court judgment or court ruling.

4.The court proceedings may be adjourned for the period of expert examination.

Article 87. Additional and Follow-Up Expert Examination

1.In case an expert conclusion is not clear or complete enough, the court can appoint the same or different expert
to fulfill either additional or follow up expert examination.



2.If doubts have arisen in correctness or validity of earlier given opinion, or opinions of several experts are
conflicting, the court can appoint a different expert (experts) to fulfill the additional expert examination of the same
issues.

3.The court ruling on appointment of the additional or follow up expert examination must state the reasons of
court’s disagreement with earlier given expert’s (experts’) opinion.

Chapter 7. Costs

Article 88. Costs

1.The costs consist of the state fee and expenses related to examination of the case.

2.The amount and the procedure of the state fee payment shall be established by federal acts on taxes and duties.

Article 89. Benefits in State Duty Payment

The benefits in state duty payment shall be granted in the events and in the procedure, stipulated by legislation of
the Russian Federation on taxes and duties (the Article is stated in the wording effective since January 1, 2005
according to the Federal Act N0.127-FZ of November 2, 2004, - see the previous wording).

Normative provisions concluding in article 333_36 of the Tax Code of the Russian Federation in interconnection
with clause 2 of article 333_20 of this Code and in article 89 of the present Code, that are not allowing to court of
general jurisdiction and justice of the peas to make decisions on exemption from payment of the state duty on
application of natural persons, if other reduction of size of the state duty, delay of its payment (installments) not secure
free access to administration of justice, shall lost their force and can not be applied by courts, other bodies and
officials due to legal positions expressed by the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation in the Decrees N 4-P
of 3 May 1995, 20-P of 2 July 1998, 9-P of 4 April 1996, 4-P of 12 March 2001, the Determinations N 244-O of 12 May
2005 and N 272-0 of 13 June 2006 as not corresponding to articles 19 (part 1 and 2) and 46 (part 1 and 2) of the
Constitution of the Russian Federation - the Determination of the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation N
272-0 of 13 June 2006.

Article 90. The Grounds and the Procedure of Adjournment or
Respite of State Duty Payment

The grounds and the procedure of granting of the adjournment or respite of the state duty payment shall be
established according to legislation of the Russian Federation on taxes and duties (the Article is stated in the wording
effective since January 1, 2005 according to the Federal Act No.127-FZ of November 2, 2004, - see the previous
wording).

Article 91. Amount of Claim

1.The amount of claim shall be determined:
1)of the claims for collection of monetary resources - on the basis of the monetary resources to be collected;

2)of the claims for demanding of the property - on the basis of value of the property demanded;



3)of the claims for collecting of alimonies - on the basis of aggregate annual payments;
4)of the claims on fixed-date payments - on the basis of the aggregate of all payments for three years, at the most;
5)of the claims for term-less or life long payments - on the basis of the aggregate payments for three year period;

6)of the claims for reduction or increase in payments - on the basis of the amount by which the payments shall be
either decreased or increased, but for a year at the most;

7)of the claims for termination of payments and issues - on the basis of the rest of those for one year, at the most;

8)of the claims for early termination of the contract of the property hire - on the basis of the aggregate payments for
using of the property within the remaining period of contract validity, but for three years at the most;

9)of the claims for the right of ownership of the real estate project own by a citizen on the right of ownership, - on
the basis of the project’s value, and not less than its inventory evaluation, and for the lack of the latter, not less than
the project’s value according to the insurance contract; if the real estate project is in the organization’s ownership, -
not less than the balance valuation of the one;

10)of the claims consisting of several independent claims - on the basis of each the claim individually.

2.The amount of claim shall be specified by the plaintiff. In case the specified price obviously differs from actual
cost of the demanded property, the amount of claim shall be determined by judge when accepting the writ.

Article 92. The Additional State Duty Payment

1.The grounds and the procedure of the additional state duty payment shall be established according to legislation
of the Russian Federation on taxes and duties.

2.Upon increase in the amount of claim, examination of case shall be continued after the plaintiff proved state duty
payment or the court settled an issue on adjournment or respite of the state duty payment or on its reduction
according to Article 90 of this Code.

(The Article is stated in the wording effective since January 1, 2005 according to the Federal Act No.127-FZ of
November 2, 2004, - see the previous wording).

Article 93. The Grounds and the Procedure of Pay Back or Offset of the State Duty

The grounds and the procedure of the return or pay back or offset of the state duty shall be established according
to legislation of the Russian Federation on taxes and duties (the Article is stated in the wording effective since January
1, 2005 according to the Federal Act No.127-FZ of November 2, 2004, - see the previous wording).

Article 94. Costs of Investigation

Costs of investigation shall cover the following:
Amounts due to witnesses, experts, specialists and interpreters (translators);

Expenses caused by remuneration of the interpreter’s labour, those incurred by foreign citizens and people without
citizenship, unless otherwise stipulated by international agreement, which the Russian Federation is a party to;

Travel and accommodation costs incurred by parties in a case and third parties due to their appearance in court;

Expenses on payment of representatives’ services;



Costs of on-site review;
Compensation for an actual wasting of time according to Article 99 of this Code;
Postal costs incurred by parties in connection with investigation of case;

Other necessary costs recognized by court.

Article 95. Amounts of Money due to Witnesses, Experts, Specialists and Translators
(Interpreters)

1.Witnesses, experts, specialists and interpreters (translators) shall be compensated for travel and accommodation
expenses incurred due to appearance to court, and shall also be provided with daily allowance.

2.The working citizens, called to court in the capacity of witnesses, shall reserve their average monthly wage at a
working place for the period of absence. The witnesses, being out of working relationships, shall be compensated for
actually wasted time and a federal minimal legal monthly wage.

3.Experts, and specialists shall be given remuneration for the job commissioned by court, unless the job was
beyond their official duties as the staff of governmental institution. Amount of remuneration to pay to experts,
specialists shall be determined by court as agreed with parties and experts and specialists.

Article 96. Parties Depositing Amounts of Money due to Witnesses, Experts and
Specialists

1.The amounts of money to be paid to witnesses, experts and specialists, or other expenses related to legal
proceedings, recognized necessary by court, shall be preliminary deposited by the party, filed the appropriate request,
to the bank account of the administration (department) of a Court department in Russian Federation subjects. In case
the request aforesaid has been filed by both parties, they shall deposit the requested amounts in equal parts.

2.In case, call of witnesses, appointment of experts, attraction of specialists and other payable activity are fulfilled
by court’s initiative, appropriate costs shall be compensated for the account of federal budget.

In case summons to witnesses, appointment of experts, attraction of specialists and other payable actions are
fulfilled by initiative of the justice of the peace, the appropriate costs shall be compensated for the account of the
budgetary funds of the Russian Federation subject, on whose territory the justice of the peace is operating.

3.Court and justice of the peace can either exempt a citizen, depending on his status, from payment of the costs,

stipulated by first part of this Article, or reduce the amount of those. In such a case, the costs shall be compensated
for the account of an appropriate budget.

Article 97. Cash Payments due to Witnesses and Interpreters (Translators)

1.The amounts of money due to witnesses and translators (interpreters) shall be paid upon completion of their
duties. Remuneration of the translators’ (interpreters’) labour and indemnification of the expenses caused by their
appearance to court shall be fulfilled for the account of the appropriate budget.

2.The procedure and rates of cash payments due to withesses and translators (interpreters) shall be fixed by the
Government of the Russian Federation.

Article 98. Allocation of Costs to Parties



1.Court awards the defeated party to compensate for all the costs, incurred by the prevailing one, except for the
cases, stipulated by second part of Article 96 of this Code. In case, the claim is partly satisfied, the costs, specified in
this Article, shall be awarded to the plaintiff pro rata amount of claim, satisfied by court, and to the defendant - pro rata
the part of amount of claim, of which the plaintiff has been refused.

2.The rules, stated in the first part of this Article, are also referred to allotment of the costs, incurred by parties in
appellate court of both instances.

3.In case, the next higher court, not transferring case for a new investigation, yet, either changes the decision
rendered by the court of first instance or renders a new decision, it shall accordingly change allocation of cost. If the
next higher court has not changed, therefore, the court judgment concerning allocation of cost, the issue should be
solved by the court of first instance on the basis of application filed by the person concerned.

Article 99. Collecting of Indemnity for Loss of Time

Court may collect the indemnity from the party, which unfairly brought a groundless claim or a dispute referred to
the claim, or which systematically prevents the correct and timely investigation and settlement of the case, for actual
loss of time to the benefit of another party. Amount of the indemnity shall be established by court depending on
specific circumstances.

Article 100. Compensation for Expenses on Payment of Agent’s Services

1.By the request of the prevailing party, court shall award compensation within reasonable limits for its agent’s
services for the account of the defeated party.

2.In case, free attorney’s services have been rendered to the prevailing party, the expenses for payment of agent’s
services, specified in the first part of this Article, shall be collected from the defeated party to the benefit of an
appropriate law firm.

Article 101. Allocation of Costs upon Withdrawal of Claims and Conclusion of Peaceful
Agreement

1.Upon the plaintiff has withdrawn the claims, the defendant shall not compensate him for the costs incurred. The
plaintiff shall compensate the defendant for the costs referred to conducting of a case. If the plaintiff does not confirm
his demands, which have been voluntarily satisfied by the defendant after bringing a claim, all the costs incurred by
the plaintiff, including payment of agent’s services, shall be collected from the defendant by the plaintiff's request.

2.While concluding the peaceful agreement, the parties must stipulate a procedure of allocation of costs, including
expenses on agents’ remuneration.

In case, the parties, while concluding the peaceful agreement, have not stipulated such a procedure of allocation of
costs, court shall solve the issue in conformity with Articles 95, 97, 99 and 100 of this Code.

Article 102. Compensation for the Costs Incurred by Parties

1.Upon partial or full denial of a claim of the person, who legally applied to court in defense of rights, freedoms and
legitimate interests of plaintiff, the defendant shall be compensated for costs referred to investigation of case, for the
account of an appropriate budget, fully or pro rata the part of claims, of which the plaintiff has been denied.

2.In case a claim for release the property of seizure has been satisfied, the plaintiff shall be compensated for the
incurred costs for the account of an appropriate budget.



Article 103. Compensation for Costs Incurred by Court During Investigation of Case

1.The costs incurred by court in connection with case trial, and the state duty, of which the plaintiff has been
exempted, shall be collected from the defendant, who was not exempted from payment of cost, to the federal budget
proportionally satisfied part of the plaintiff's claims.

2.Upon non-claim, the costs, incurred by court in connection with case trial, shall be collected from the plaintiff, who
was not exempted from payment of costs, to the federal budget.

3.In case the claim is partially satisfied, and the defendant is exempted from payment of cost, the costs, incurred by
court in connection with case trial, shall be collected to the federal budget from the plaintiff, who was not exempted
from payment of cost, in proportion to that part of the plaintiff's claims, which satisfaction he was refused of.

4.In case, both parties are exempted from payment of cost, those incurred by court in connection with case trial,
shall be compensated for the account of federal budgetary resources.

5.A procedure and amount of compensation for the cost, incurred by court in conformity with this Article, shall be
established by the Government of the Russian Federation.

Article 104. Appeal Against Court Ruling on the Issues Related to Cost

A private complaint could be brought against the court ruling concerning the issues related to costs.

Chapter 8. Fines Imposed by Court

Article 105. Imposition of Fines by Court

1.Court imposes fines in the events and at the rates, stipulated by this Code.

2.The fines, imposed by court to the officials of state structures, local self-government bodies, and organizations,
who do not participate in the case trial, for infringement of the duties, stipulated by federal law, shall be collected from
their personal funds.

3.A copy of the court ruling on imposition of fine by court shall be addressed to penalized person.

Article 106. Acquittal or Reduction of the Fine Imposed by Court

1.Within 10 days since receipt of a copy of court ruling concerning imposition of fine by court, a penalized person,
may apply to court, imposed the fine, for either acquittal or reduction of fine. This application shall be examined by
court session within ten days. A penalized person shall be notified of the time and the place of court session, however,
his failure is not an obstacle for examination of the application.

2.A separate appeal may be lodged against the court ruling on refusal of acquittal or reduction of fine.

Chapter 9. Procedural Time Limits



Article 107. Calculation of Procedural Time Limits
1.Procedural actions are performed within procedural time limits, stipulated by federal law. When the time limits are
not fixed by federal law, those shall be appointed by court. Court should appoint the time limits based on principle of
rationality.

2.Procedural time limits shall be defined either by date, indication of unavoidable event, or by the period. If the last
is the case, a procedural action could be performed within the entire period.

3.Running of the procedural period, counted in years, months or days, shall start on the day following the due date
or occurrence of the event determining the beginning of this period.

Article 108. Expiration of Procedural Period

1.The procedural period, counted in years, shall expire in the corresponding month and day of the last year of the
period. The period, counted in months, shall expire on the appropriate day of the last month of the period. In case,
expiration of the period counted in months falls to such a month which has no appropriate day, the period shall expire
on the last day of this month.

2.In case, the last day of the procedural period falls to day off, the first working day following this day off, shall be
considered by expiring date.

3.A procedural action, for which fulfillment a procedural period has been fixed, may be fulfilled up to 12 p.m. of the
last day of the period. In case, a complaint, documents or amounts of money have been handed over to the postal
office before 12 p.m. of the last day of the period, the deadline is not considered missed.

4.In case, a procedural action should be fulfilled directly in court or other organization, the period shall expire upon

the prescribed expiration of working hours or upon completion of appropriate transactions in this court or this
organization.

Article 109. Consequences of Omission of Procedural Time Limits

1.The right to perform procedural actions shall be cancelled upon expiration of the procedural period, fixed by
federal law or appointed by court.

2.Complaints and documents, filed upon expiration of the procedural period, shall not be examined by court, but
returned to an applicant, unless the petition on restitution of missed procedural time limits has been filed.

Article 110. Suspension of Procedural Time Limits

1.Running of all non-expired time limits shall be suspended simultaneously with adjournment of the proceedings.

2.Running of procedural time limits shall be renewed since the day of renewal the proceedings.

Article 11. Extension of Procedural Time Limits

Court may extend fixed procedural time limits.

Article 112. Restitution of Procedural Time Limits



1.Procedural time limits missed on a good reason, recognized by federal law, could be restituted.

2.An application for restitution of procedural time limits shall be filed to the court, which is authorized for a
procedural action, and shall be examined by court session. The persons, participating in a case, shall be notified of
the time and the place of court session, yet, their failure to appear is not an obstacle for solution of the issue.

3.The necessary procedural action (lodging of a complaint, submission of documents), which deadline has been
missed, shall be fulfilled simultaneously with application on restitution of missed procedural time limits.

4.An application on restitution of missed procedural time limits, fixed by the second part of Article 376 and part one
of article 389 of this Code, shall be submitted to the court of first instance, which has investigated the case. This time
limit may be restituted only in exceptional cases when the court recognizes sound reasons for missing due to
circumstances objectively excluding a possibility of submission of a supervisory complaint within the established
period (a serious disease of the person who submits the supervisory complaint, his disability etc.), and these
circumstances took place within one year from the date of enforcement of the court resolution (the part is in the
wording enforced from 8 January 2008 by the Federal Act N 330-FZ of 4 December 2007, - see the previous wording).

5.A separate complaint could be lodged against the court ruling on either restitution or refusal of restitution of
missed procedural time limits. (The Article is stated in the wording effective since August 11, 2004 according to the
Federal Act N0.94-FZ of July 28, 2004, - see the previous wording).

Chapter 10. Court Summons and Subpoenas

Article 113. Court Summons and Subpoenas

1.The persons, participating in a case, and witnesses, experts, specialists and translators (interpreters) shall be
notified or called to court by registered letter with notification of receipt, by court summons with notification of receipt,
by telephone message or telegram, by fax or using other means of communication and delivery guaranteeing fixing of
the court summons or subpoena and its service to an addressee.

2.A court summons is one of the forms of court notices and subpoenas. The persons, participating in a case, shall
be notified by court summons of the time and the place of court session or performance of individual procedural
actions. Along with the notice in the form of court summons or a registered letter, the person, participating in a case,
shall be provided with the copies of procedural documents. Witnesses, experts, specialists and translators
(interpreters) shall be also called to court by means of court summons.

3.The persons, participating in a case, shall be served with the court notices and subpoenas on the assumption
that the specified persons would have sufficient time to prepare to a case and to timely appear to court.

4.The court notice addressed to a person, participating in a case, shall be sent to the address, specified by the
person aforesaid or by his agent. In case, a citizen does not actually live at the specified address, the notice could be
sent to his place of work.

5.The court notice, addressed to organization, shall be sent to its location.

The court notice, addressed to organization, could be sent to the location of its representative or branch, if those
are specified in its constituent documents.

6.The forms of court notices and subpoenas, stipulated by this Article, shall be applied to foreign individuals and

foreign legal entities, unless other procedure has been stipulated by the international agreement, which the Russian
Federation is a party to.

Article 114. The Contents of Summons and other Court Notices



1.Court summons and other court notices should contain the following:

1)the name and address of court;

2)indication of time and place of court session;

3)name of addressee - a person to be notified or summoned by court;

4)indication in what a capacity the addressee is notified or summoned;

5)the name of the case, for which a notification or summons is served.

2.In the court summons or other court notices, the participants in the case are offered to provide court with all
available evidence relevant to the case, the consequences of non-submission of evidence and failure to appear to
court of all the persons, notified or summoned, are specified, and a duty to inform the court of the reason of failure is
explained.

3.A judge shall send to the defendant a court summons or other court notice simultaneously with a copy of writ, and

shall send to the plaintiff a summons or other court notice simultaneously with a copy of defendant's written
explanations, if those have been submitted to court.

Article 115. Delivery of Court Summons and other Court Notices

1.Court summons and other court notices shall be mailed or delivered by a messenger commissioned by judge.
Time of their actual service to an addressee shall be recorded by a special manner, established by postal offices, or
on the document to be returned to court.

2.By the consent of a participant in a case, judge may serve on a court summons or other court notice intended to
notify or summon another person. The person, commissioned to serve a court summons or other court notice, must
return a summons’ counterfoil or a copy of another summons provided with the receipt of addressee.

Article 116. Service of a Summons

1.A summons addressed to a citizen, shall be served to him personally under the receipt put on a summons’
counterfoil, which is to be returned to court. A summons, addressed to organization, shall be served to an appropriate
official, who will sign for its receipt on a summons’ counterfoil.

2.In case, a messenger, while serving a summons, has not found a person to notify at the place of residence, a
summons shall be served on by approbation of any adult family member, residing together with him, on assumption
that the latter will further serve on the court notice to the addressee.

3.For temporarily absence of an addresses, the messenger serving a summons will put a note on the summons’
counterfoil, where the addressee left to, and when his return is expected.

4.If the addressee’s location is unknown, this shall be noted on the summons to be served with indication of date
and time of the action performed and a source of obtained information.

Article 117. Consequences of Refusal to Receive a Summons or Other Court Notice

1.If the addressee refused to receive a summons or other court notice, a messenger, delivering or serving those,
shall make an appropriate note on the summons or other court notice, which are returned to court.

2.The addressee, refused of receipt of a summons or other court notice, shall be considered notified of the time
and the place of court hearing or of execution of an individual procedural action.



Article 118. Change in Address during Judicial Proceedings

The persons, participating in a case, are obliged to inform court of change in their address during judicial
proceedings. For lack of such a report, a summons or other court notice shall be sent to the last known by court place
of residence or whereabouts of the addressee, and shall be considered delivered regardless whether the addressee
lives or stays at this place.

Article 119. Unknown Whereabouts of Defendant

If the defendant’s whereabouts is unknown, court shall commence on examination of a case after arrival of such
information from the last known place of residence of the defendant.

Article 120. Search for a Defendant

1.At unknown whereabouts of the defendant under the claims, brought in defense of interests of the Russian
Federation, Russian Federation subjects, municipal units, and also under the claims for collection of alimonies, claim
for damage caused by severe injury, other health injury or other health damage or by loss of family provider, a judge
is obliged to render a decision to declare search for the a defendant.

2.Charges for search of a defendant shall be collected on the basis of the application filed by the body of internal

affairs by way of issue of court order in the procedure, stipulated by Chapter 11 of this Code (the Part is stated in the
wording effective since July 1, 2003, according to the Federal Act No. 86-FZ of June 30, 2003).

Section Il. Proceedings at Court of First Instance

Subsection |. Mandative Proceedings

Chapter 11. Order of Court

Article 121. Order of Court

1.Order of court - is a court decree, rendered solely by judge on the basis of the application for collection of the
amounts of money or demand of movable property from the defendant under the claims, stipulated by Article 122 of
this Code.

2.Court order is at the same time an executive instrument to be fulfilled in the procedure, established for execution
of court decrees.

Article 122. The Claims which Entail a Court Order Issue



A court order shall be issued in the following cases:

A claim is based on notarized deal;

A claim is based on a deal signed in a simple written from;

A claim is based on a notarized protest of nonpayment, non-acceptance and non-dating of acceptance of a bill;

A claim has been filed for collection of alimonies for minor children irrelative of affiliation, challenge of paternity
(maternity) or a necessity to attract other persons concerned;

A claim has been filed for collection from citizens of arrears under taxes, fees and other obligatory payments;

A claim has been filed for collection of charged but non-paid salary of an employee;

A body of internal affairs have claimed for collection of the expenses incurred in search of the defendant, or the
debtor, or a child taken from the debtor on the basis of court judgment (the Subparagraph is stated in the wording

effective since July 1, 2003, according to the Federal Act No. 86-FZ of June 30, 2003; is in the wording enforced since
October 6, 2007 by the Federal Act N 225-FZ of October 2, 2007)

Article 123. Application for Rendition of a Court Order

1.Application for rendition of a court order shall be filed to court according to general rules of jurisdiction
established by this Code.

2.Application for rendition of a court order is subject to state fee in the amount of 50 per cent of the rate fixed for
writs.

Article 124. The Form and the Contents of the Application
for Rendition of Court Order

1.The application for rendition of a court order shall be filed in writing.

2.The following should be specified in the application for rendition of a court order:

1)the name of the court, the application is filed to;

2)the name of a judgment creditor, his place of residence or whereabouts;

3)the name of the debtor, his place of residence or whereabouts;

4)the claim of a judgment creditor and grounds of this;

5)the documents substantiating the claim of a judgment creditor;

6)the list of the documents enclosed.

The application should specify the value of demanded movable property, if applicable.

3.The application for rendition of a court order shall be signed by a judgment creditor or his authorized

representative. The document, filed by a representative, should be supplemented with the document confirming his
powers.

Article 125. The Grounds for Refusal of Acceptance of the Application



for Rendition of Court Order

1.Judge shall refuse of acceptance of the application for rendition of a court order on the reasons, stipulated by
Articles 134 and 135 of this Code.

Above that, the judge shall refuse of acceptance of the application in the following cases:
1)the claim other than stipulated by Article 122 of this Code has been presented;

2)the place of debtor’s residence or whereabouts is beyond the Russian Federation;
3)no documents have been submitted in support of the claim;

4)the application and submitted documents suggest a law dispute available;

5)a state fee is not paid for the claim presented.

2.A judge shall make a decision on refusal to accept the application for rendition of a court order within three days
since the delivery day of the application to court.

Article 126. Rendition of Court Order

1.A court order on the merits of a claim shall be rendered within five days since the delivery day of the application
for rendering of the court order.

Article 127. The Contents of a Court Order

1.The following shall be specified in the court order:

1)file number of a procedure and the day of rendering of the court order;

2)court name, family name and initials of the judge, who has rendered the order;
3)name, place of residence or whereabouts of a judgment creditor;

4)name, place of residence or whereabouts of a debtor;

5)the act, on which basis the claim has been satisfied;

6)the amounts of money to be collected or designation of movable property to be demanded, with indication of its
value;

7)the rate of forfeit, if this should be collected according to federal act or an agreement, as well as amount of fines,
if those are due;

8)the amount of state fee to be collected from the debtor to the benefit of a judgment creditor or to the income of an
appropriate budget;

9) the requisites of the bank account of the collector, where the funds to be collected should be transferred, of the
penalty is applied to the funds of the budgets of the budget system of the Russian Federation (clause has been
additionally included since 1 January 2006 by the Federal Act N 197-FZ of 27 December 2005).

2.The court order on collection of alimonies for minor children along with the data, stipulated by Clauses 1 to 5 of
the first part of this Article, shall specify the date and the place of debtor’s birth, his place of work, name and date of
birth of each the child, for whose support the alimonies have been awarded, amount of monthly payment, and period
of their collection.



3.The court order shall be made up on a special form in two copies, which are to be signed by the judge. One copy
of the court order shall be kept in court proceedings. The debtor shall be provided with a copy of the court order.

Article 128. Notification of a Debtor of Rendition of the Court Order

The judge shall send a copy of the court order to the debtor, who has the right to submit objections regarding
execution thereof, within ten days since the day of receipt of the order.

Article 129. Reversal of the Court Order

Judge shall reverse the court order, if the debtor’s objections regarding its execution came in within fixed period. In
the ruling on reversal of the court order, the judge shall explain to a judgment creditor, that he may put the claim in
action proceeding. The copies of court ruling shall be sent to the parties in three days upon rendition, at the latest.

Article 130. Issue of Court Order to a Judgment Creditor

1.In case, the debtor’s objections have not came in the court within fixed period, the judge shall provide a judgment
creditor with the second copy of court order, certified by official stamp of the court, for presentation to execution. By
request of a judgment creditor, the court can send the order for execution to the court officer (marshal of the court).

2.In case the state fee is to be collected from the debtor to income of an appropriate budget according to the court

order, the list of execution, certified by official stamp of court, shall be issued and sent for execution of this part to the
marshal of the court.

Subsection Il. Action Proceedings

Chapter 12. Bringing of Claim

Article 131. The Form and the Contents of a Statement of Claim

1.A statement of claim shall be filed to court in writing.
2.The following must be specified in the statement of claim:
1)the name of the court, which the statement is addressed to;

2)the plaintiff's name, his place of residence or whereabouts, if organization is acting in the capacity of plaintiff, and
also name and address of a representative, if the latter filed the statement;

3)the defendants’ name, his place of residence or whereabouts, if organization is acting in the capacity of
defendant;

4)the actual violation or threat of violation of rights, freedoms or legitimate interests of the plaintiff and his claims;

5)the facts, on which the plaintiff grounds his claims, and evidence proving these facts;



6)the amount of claim, if it is valuable, and also the calculation of the collected or challenged amounts of money;

7)data on observance of prejudicial procedure of addressing to the defendant if established by federal act or
stipulated by bilateral contract;

8)list of the documents enclosed to the statement.

The statement may specify telephone numbers, fax numbers, e-mail addresses of the plaintiff, his representative,
defendant, other data significant for examination and settlement of a case, and state the plaintiff's petitions, as well.

3.The statement of claim, filed by a prosecutor in defense of interests of the Russian Federation, Russian
Federation subjects, municipal formations or in defense of rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of indefinite circle
of people, must specify, what namely are their interests, what a right has been violated, and refer to the act or another
legal regulation, stipulating the ways of protection of these interests.

In case the prosecutor applies in defense of citizen’s legitimate interests, the statement of claim must prove
citizen’s inability to bring the claim on his own.

4.The statement of claim shall be signed by a plaintiff or by his representative, if authorized for signing a statement
and submission this to court.

Article 132. The Documents to Enclose to the Statement of Claim

The following shall be enclosed to the statement of claim:

Its copies in the number corresponding number of defendants and third persons;

A document confirming payment of state fee;

Power of attorney or other documents certifying powers of the plaintiff's representative;

The documents, confirming the facts, on which the plaintiff grounds his claims, copies of these documents,
intended for defendants and third persons, if the latter has no such copies;

The text of the published legislative instrument in case this is under a dispute;

The evidence proving observance of prejudicial procedure of dispute settlement, if such a procedure is stipulated
by federal act or an agreement;

The calculation of the collected or disputable amount of money, signed by the plaintiff, his representative, with the
number of copies corresponding to the number of defendants and third persons.

Article 133. Acceptance of the Statement of Claim

A judge has to consider the matter of acceptance to judicial proceedings of the statement of claim in five days since
the day that the statement came in the court. A judge shall make a ruling regarding acceptance of the statement to
judicial proceedings, on which basis a civil case shall be initiated in the court of first instance.

Article 134. Refusal of Acceptance of the Statement of Claim

1.Judge shall refuse of acceptance of the statement of claim in the event, that:

1)the statement is not subject to examination and settlement in civil judicial proceedings, as the statement is
examined and settled in other judicial procedure; the statement has been filed by state authority, local self government
body, organization or a citizen, who were not authorized properly by this Code or by other federal acts, in defense of



rights, freedoms or legitimate interests of another person; in the statement filed on one’s own behalf the acts are
contested, which do not affect the applicant’s rights, freedoms or legitimate interests;

2)the enforced judgment exists concerning the dispute between the same parties, on the same subject and on the
same grounds, or court ruling exists on dismissal of the proceedings in a case caused by receipt of plaintiff's
withdrawal of claims or by approval of peaceful agreement between the parties;

3)the binding arbitral award exists, which was rendered in the dispute between the same parties, on the same
subject and on the same grounds, except when the court refused of issue of the act for compulsory execution of the
arbitral award.

2.Judge shall make motivated ruling on refusal of acceptance of the statement of claim, which should be served or
sent to an applicant along with the statement and all the documents enclosed in five days since the statement has
entered the court.

3.Refusal of acceptance of the statement of claim prevents the plaintiff to bring the repeated claim against the
same defendant, on the same subject and on the same grounds. A separate complaint may be lodged against the
judge’s ruling on refusal of acceptance of the statement.

Article 135. Return of the Statement of Claim

1.Judge shall return a statement of claim in the following cases:

1)the plaintiff has not kept a procedure, established by federal law for this category of disputes, or a prejudicial
procedure of settlement of dispute, stipulated by an agreement, or plaintiff has not submitted the documents
confirming observance of a prejudicial procedure of settlement of the dispute with the defendant, if so is stipulated by
federal law for the given category of disputes or by agreement;

2)the case does not fall in jurisdiction of this court;
3)the statement of claim has been filed by incapable person;

4)the statement of claim is not sighed, or signed and filed by a person non-authorized for its signing and
submission to court;

5)the case on the dispute between the same parties, on the same subject and on the same grounds exists in the
proceedings of this or another court, or in the arbitral proceedings;

6)the plaintiff's application for return of the statement of claim came in before the court ruling has been taken on
acceptance of the statement of claim to judicial proceedings.

2.Judge shall make a motivated ruling on return of the statement of claim, specifying to which the court an
application should apply, if the case is beyond jurisdiction of the given one, or how to eliminate the circumstances
preventing initiating of the case. The court ruling should be rendered within five days since the statement entered the
court, and served or sent to the applicant along with the statement and all the documents enclosed.

3.Return of the statement of claim is not an obstacle for the plaintiff to repeatedly bring the claim to court against
the same defendant, on the same subject and on the same grounds, if the plaintiff eliminated the infringement
committed. A separate complaint may be lodged against the judge’s ruling on the statement’s return.

Article 135. Dismissal of Statement of Claim

1.Judge, upon discovered the statement of claim filed non meeting requirements, stipulated by Article 131 and 132
of this Code, shall make a ruling on dismissal of the statement, of what he informs the declarant, and provides the
latter with the reasonable time for elimination of defects.



2.In case the declarant has fulfilled in the established period the instructions of judge, listed in the ruling, the
statement shall be considered filed on the day of its primary submission to court. Otherwise, the statement shall be
considered non-filed and returned to the declarant with all the documents enclosed.

3.A separate complaint may be lodged against the court ruling on dismissal of the statement of claim.

Article 137. Bringing of Counter-Claim

Before making a court decision, a defendant has the right to bring against plaintiff a counter-claim for co-
examination with the primary claim. A counter-claim shall be brought according to the general rules for bringing the
claims.

Article 138. Requirements of Counter-Claims

Judge shall accept a counter-claim in the case, if:
The counter-claim is directed to reckoning of the primary claim;

Both a counter-claim and a primary claim are interrelated and their co-examination shall lead to speedy and correct
examination of disputes.

Chapter 13. Security of Claim

Article 139. Grounds for Security of Claim

By application of the participants in a case, a judge or court may take measures to secure the claim. Security of
claim is admitted at any status of the case, if non-taking of measures towards security can hamper or make
impossible execution of court judgment.

Article 140. Claim Security Remedy
1.The following may be the claim security remedies :
1)attachment of the defendant’s own property kept by him or other persons;
2)prohibition of some activity of the defendant;

3)prohibition of other persons’ certain activity related to a disputable subject, including transfer of the property to
the defendant or performance of other liabilities regarding him;

4)interruption of sale of the property in case the claim for release of the attached property (file out from the
inventory) has been brought;

5)suspension of a collecting under the act of execution challenged by the defendant in the judicial procedure.

If need be, a judge or court may take other remedy to secure the claim, which meet the requirements, specified in
Article 139 of this Code. A judge or court may admit several remedies to secure the claim.

2.For infringement of the bans, specified in Clauses 2 and 3 of the first part of this Article, guilty persons shall be
penalized at a rate up to 10-fold minimal monthly legal wage. Above that, the plaintiff has the right to demand in



judicial procedure of these persons to compensate for the losses, caused by non-execution of the court ruling on
security of claim.

3.Measures in security of claim should be proportional to the plaintiff's claim.
4.A judge or court shall immediately inform of taken measures to secure the claim the appropriate state authorities

or local self government bodies in charge for registration of property or rights for that, restrictions (charges) to those,
transfer and termination of those.

Article 141. Examination of the Application for Security of Claim

The application for security of claim shall be examined on the day it entered court without further notification of the
defendant and other persons, participating in a case. A judge or court shall render the ruling on claim security remedy.

Article 142. Execution of the Court Ruling on Security of Claim

1.Court ruling on security of claim shall be executed immediately in the procedure, established for execution of
court decrees.

2.A judge or court shall issue to the plaintiff the act of execution based on the court ruling, the copy of which shall
be sent to the defendant.

Article 143. Commutation of Remedies in Security of Claim

1.The commutation of the claim security remedies by other ones shall be admitted by the application of a person,
participating in a case, in the procedure, established by Article 141 of this Code.

2.A defendant, when securing the claim on collecting of the amounts of money, has the right to deposit the amount,
demanded by the plaintiff, instead of the measures taken by court in security of the claim.

Article 144. Revocation of Security of Claim

1.Security of claim may be revoked by the same judge or the same court on the basis of the defendant’s
application or by initiative of the judge or the court.

2.The issue of revocation of the claim’s security shall be solved in court session. The persons, participating in a
case, shall be notified of the time and the place of court session, meanwhile, their default is not an obstacle for
examination of the issue on revocation of the security of claim.

3.In case of non-claim, the measures taken in security of claim shall be reserved until enforcement of court
judgment. However, the judge or court, simultaneously with making the court decision or after this, may take the court
ruling on abolishment of the measures in action’s security. The measures in security of claim shall be valid upon
satisfaction of action till execution of court judgment.

4.The judge or court shall immediately notify the appropriate state authorities or local self government bodies in

charge of registration of property or rights to this, restrictions to those (charges), transfer or termination of those, of
abolishment of the measures in security of claim.

Article 145. Appeal of the Court Ruling on Security of Claim



1.Separate complaints may be lodged against all the rulings of court regarding security of claim.

2.In case the court ruling on security of claim has been made without notification of the complainant, the time limits
for lodging a complaint shall be estimated since the day when the complainant became aware of this ruling.

3.A separate complaint lodged against court ruling on security of claim shall not suspend execution of this ruling.

Lodging of a separate complaint for abolishment of security of claim or for substitution of measures in security of claim
with other measures in security of claim shall adjourn execution of the court ruling.

Article 146. Indemnification for Defendant’s Losses Caused by Security of Claim

A judge or court, while admitting security of claim, may demand of the plaintiff to provide a security for possible
losses incurred by defendant. After enforcement of the court judgment, which dismisses a claim, the defendant has
the right to bring a claim against the plaintiff for compensation for losses caused to him by the measures in security of
claim, taken by the plaintiff's request.

Chapter 14. Preparation of a Case to Court Hearing

Article 147. The Court Ruling on Preparation of a Case to Court Hearing

1. To provide for correct and timely examination and settlement of the case, the judge
after accepted a statement shall make a ruling on preparation of a case to court hearing, and specify the activity to
be fulfilled by the parties, other persons, participating in a case, and time limits for such the activity.

2. Preparation to court hearing shall be obligatory for every civil case and performed by a judge in cooperation with
parties, other persons, participating in a case, and their representatives.

Article 148. Tasks in Preparation of a Case to Court Hearing

The following shall be the tasks in preparation of a case to court hearing:
Specification of the factual situation, which is significant for a correct settlement of a case;

Determination of the act to be guided with in settlement of a case, and establishment of legal relations between the
parties;

Solution of an issue on membership of the participants in a case, and other participants in the process;
Submission of necessary evidence by the parties, other persons participating in a case;

Reconciliation of parties.

Article 149. Activity of Parties in Preparation of a Case to Court Hearing

1.While preparing the case to court hearing, the plaintiff or his representative:
1)transfers to the defendant the copies of evidence substantiating factual grounds of the claim;

2)petitions to a judge on demand of evidence, which he is unable to get without court’s assistance.



2.The defendant or his representative:
1)specifies the plaintiff's claims and factual grounds of these claims;
2)provides the plaintiff or his representative with written objections regarding the plaintiff's claims;

3)transfers to the plaintiff or his representative and a judge the evidence substantiating objections against the
claims;

4) petitions to a judge on demand of evidence, which he is unable to get without court’s assistance.

Article 150. Judge’s Activity in Preparation to Court Hearing

1.While preparing the case to court hearing, the judge:
1)explains to the parties their procedural rights and duties;

2)inquires the plaintiff or his representative on the merits of claims and suggests, if necessary, to submit additional
evidence within certain time limits;

3)inquires the defendant as to the facts of a case, elucidates what objections exist against the claim and what
evidence may support these objections;

4)solves an issue regarding co-plaintiffs, co-defendants and third parties entering the case without independent
claims pertaining to a disputable subject, and also solves the issues regarding replacement of an inappropriate
defendant, joining and separation of claims;

5)takes measures towards conclusion of peaceful agreement between the parties and elucidate the parties’ right to
apply to arbitration for settlement of the dispute, and also elucidates the consequences of such actions;

6)informs citizens or organization, interested in the outcome of the case, of the time and the place of case hearing;
7)solves the issue on summon of witnesses;

8)appoints an expert examination and the expert to run the examination, and solves an issue regarding drawing of
a specialist and translator (interpreter) to participation in the procedure;

9)by the petition of parties, other persons, participating in a case, their representatives, he demands of
organizations or citizens the evidence, which the parties or their representatives are unable to obtain independently;

10)in exigent cases, examines on site written and material evidence with notification of persons participating in a
case;

11)sends court orders in;
12)takes measures in security of the claim;

13)in the events, stipulated by Article 152 of this Code, solves an issue on holding of the preliminary court session,
on its time and place;

14)performs other necessary procedural activity.

2.A judge sends in or serves to the defendant the copies of a statement and the enclosed documents proving the
plaintiffs claim, and offers to submit the evidence in substantiation of any objections. A judge explains that the
defendant’s failure to submit the evidence and objections within fixed period shall not hamper examination of case on
the basis of the existing evidence.

3.In case the party systematically counteracts to timely preparation of a case to court hearing, a judge may collect
to the benefit of another party a compensation for actual loss of time according to the rules, stipulated by Article 99 of
this Code.



Article 151. Joining and Separation of Several Claims

1.A plaintiff has the right to join in one statement several interrelated claims.

2.A judge shall allocate one or several joined claims to separate proceedings, if assumes appropriate a separate
examination of the claims.

3.If claims are brought by several plaintiffs or to several defendants, a judge is authorized to allocate one or several
claims into separate proceedings, if acknowledged that separate examination of claims assists in correct and timely
examination and settlement of a case.

4.When similar cases with the same patrticipating parties, or several cases, initiated by the claims of the same
plaintiff to different defendants, or claims of different plaintiffs to the same defendant exist in the same court
proceedings, a judge is authorized, considering parties’ opinion, to join these cases in one proceeding for joint
examination and settlement, if finds such joining to assist the correct and timely examination and settlement of a case.

Article 152. Preliminary Court Hearing

1.The preliminary court hearing is aimed to procedurally secure the regulative activity of the parties in the course of
case preparation to court hearing, to determine the facts, which are significant for correct examination and settlement
of a case, to determine the sufficiency of evidence in a case, to investigate the facts of missing of time limits for
application to court and missing of the period of limitation.

2.A judge shall individually run the preliminary court session. The parties are notified of the time and the place of
the preliminary court session. During the preliminary court session, the parties are empowered to submit evidence, to
advance reasons, and to petition.

3.In the complicated cases, considering the parties’ opinions, a judge may appoint the time for preliminary court
session beyond the time limits, stipulated by this Code for examination and settlement of a case.

4.In the presence of the circumstances, stipulated by Articles 215, 216, 220, second to sixth Subparagraphs of
Article 222 of this Code, the proceedings in the preliminary court session may be suspended or terminated, and the
statement may be dismissed.

5.The court ruling shall be rendered on the suspension, termination of the proceedings, on dismissal of the
statement. A separate complaint may be lodged against court ruling.

6.The defendant’s objection regarding the plaintiff's missing without any good reason of the limitation period for
protection of right and the time limits for application to court, established by federal law.

Upon establishing of the fact of missing without good reason of the limitation period or the time limits for application
to court, a judge shall make a decision on non-suit with no further investigation of other factual circumstances in the
case. The court judgment may be appealed against in the intermediate or highest appellate court.

7.The records of the preliminary court session shall be made up according to Article 229 and 230 of this Code.

Article 153. Appointment of Case to Court Hearing

A judge, after acknowledged the case prepared, shall bring the ruling on appointment of this case to hearing, notify
the parties, other persons, participating in a case, of the time and the place of court hearing, call other participants in
the process.



Chapter 15. Court Hearing

Article 154. Time Limits of Examination and Settlement of Civil Cases

1.Civil cases shall be examined and settled by court up to two months since the day a statement has been filed to
court, and by Justice of Peace - up to one month since acceptance of a statement to the proceedings.

2.The cases on restitution at work, collection of alimonies shall be examined and settled within one month.

3.Shorter periods of examination and settlement may be stipulated by federal law for some categories of civil
cases.

Article 155. Court Session

Civil case hearing shall be performed in court session with the obligatory notification of the persons, participating in
a case, of the time and the place of court session.

Article 156. The Chairman in Court Session

1.A judge solely examining a case shall act as a presiding judge (Chairman in court session). When a case is
collegially examined by a district court, the judge or this court chairman shall be a presiding judge. If a case is
examined by other courts sessions - a judge, a chairman or a deputy chairman of corresponding court shall be a
presiding judge.

2.A presiding judge directs a court session, providing for comprehensive and thorough investigation of evidence
and the facts of the case, eliminates from the court hearing all irrelevant to the case examined. In case anybody of
the participants in the process has objections regarding the chairman’s activity, those shall be entered to the records
of court session. The chairman shall explain his activity, and if the case is examined collegially, all members of court
shall give explanations.

3.The chairman shall take necessary measures to secure an appropriate order during court session. The
instructions, given by chairman, are obligatory for all the participants of the process, and for citizens attending the hall
of court session.

Article 157. Immediacy, Verbal form and Continuity of Court Hearing

1.While examining a case, court is obliged to immediately investigate all evidence in a case: to listen explanation of
parties and third persons, witnesses’ evidence, experts’ opinions, consultations and explanations of specialists, to
acquaint with written evidence, to examine material evidence, to listen audio records and to look through video
records.

2.A case shall be examined in verbal form and by the invariable court staff. In case one of the judges is substituted
in the course of court trial, the court hearing must be performed from the very beginning.

3.The court session concerning each the case is carried out continuously except for the time supposed for rest.

Court has no right to examine other civil, criminal or administrative cases until completion or deferral of the
commenced examination.

Article 158. The Order in Court Session



1.Everybody attending at the court room stands up while judges are coming in. All present in the court room shall
listen upright the announcement of court judgment and court ruling, by which the case is accomplished for lack of the
judgment.

2 Participants of the process shall address to judges with the words: “Respected Court!”, while giving their
evidence upright. Deviation of this rule may be allowed by the chairman’s permit.

3.The court hearing shall be conducted under conditions providing for an appropriate order in the court session and
safety of the participants in the process.

4.An appropriate order in the court session must not be disturbed by the activity of people attending at the court
room and making allowed photography and video recording, broadcasting of court session by radio and TV channels.
This activity should be performed on the sites in the court room, specified by court, and may be restricted by court to
certain time limits, considering opinions of the participants in a case.

5.Participants in the process and all the citizens attending at the court room are obliged to observe the established
order in the court session.

Article 159. The Measures to be Taken against Public Disturber in the Court Session

1.A chairman on behalf of court shall warn a person committing a breach of the peace in the court session.

2.After repeated breach of the peace in the court session, a person, participating in a case or his representative
may be removed from the court room on the basis of court ruling for the entire period or a part of court session. If the
last is the case, the chairman shall acquaint a person newly admitted to a court room, with the procedural actions
performed in his absence. The citizens, attended at the court session, who repeatedly breached the peace, shall be
removed from a court room for the entire period of court session by the instruction of chairman.

3.Court is empowered to penalize the persons guilty in breach of the peace in a court session, at a rate up to ten
minimal federal legal monthly wage.

4.In case, elements of crime exist in actions of the person breaching the peace in the court session, a judge shall
send appropriate materials to bodies of inquiry or preliminary investigation for initiation of criminal case against a
peace breaker (the part is in the wording enforced since 7 September 2007 by the Federal Act N 214-FZ of 24 July
2007).

5.In case the people, attending at the court session, commit mass breach of the peace, court may remove from the
court room those non-participating in the process, and to fulfill the court trial in camera or to defer the court hearing.

Article 160. Opening of Court Session

A chairman shall open the court session in time appointed for court hearing and announce what a civil case is to be
heard.

Article 161. Check of Appearance of the Participants in a Process

1.A secretary in a court session reports to the court, who of the persons, summoned under the civil case, has
appeared, whether those non-appeared have been well notified, and what is information on the reasons of their
absence.

2.A chairman identifies the appeared participants in a process, checks powers of officials and their representatives.



Article 162. Explanation to a Translator (Interpreter) his Rights and Duties

1.The participants in a case have the right to offer the court a candidature of translator (interpreter).

2.The chairman explains the translator (interpreter) his duty in translation of explanations, evidence, declarations of
the persons, who do not know the language, on which the proceedings is held, and to translate to those persons the
contents of the explanations, evidence in a case, declarations of the participants in a case, withesses and the
contents of the documents read out, audio records, experts’ opinions, consultations and explanations of specialists,
chairman’s instructions, court ruling or judgment.

3.To specify the translation, a translator is authorized to put questions to the participants in a process in the course
of translation, to acquaint with the records of court session or an individual procedural action, and to make remarks
regarding correctness of the translation to be put in the records of court session.

4.The chairman shall warn the interpreter of his responsibility, stipulated by Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation for knowingly incorrect translation and enclose his undertaking of this to the records of court session.

The interpreter avoiding from appearance to court or from proper fulfillment of his duty, can be penalized at a rate
of ten-fold minimal federal legally established monthly wage.

5.The rules, stipulated by this Article, shall extend to a person skilled in gesture-translation.

Article 163. Removal of Witnesses from the Court Room

The witnesses, appeared before court, shall be removed from the court room. The chairman shall take measures to
prevent any contacts between examined and non-examined witnesses.

Article 164. Announcement of Court Staff and Elucidation of Right of Rejection and
Demurrer

1.The chairman shall announce the court staff, informs who participates in the court session in the capacity of
prosecutor, secretary of court session, representatives of the parties and third persons, and also as an expert,
specialist, interpreter, and explains to the participants in a case their right to declare rejections and demurrers.

2.The grounds for rejections and demurrers, procedure of their settlement and the consequences of answering of
the applications for rejections and demurrers shall be stipulated by Articles 16 to 21 of this Code.

Article 165. Explanation of Procedural Rights and Duties to the Participants in a Case

The chairman shall explain to the persons participating in a case their procedural rights and duties, and to the
parties - their rights, stipulated by Article 39 of this Code.

Article 166. Court Settlement of the Petitions Filed by the Participants in a Case

Petitions of participants in a case regarding the issues relevant to examination of a case, shall be settled on the
basis of prejudication (court ruling) upon hearing of the opinions of other participants in a case.

Article 167. Consequences of Default to Court of the Participants in a Case, their
Representatives



1.The persons, participating in a case, are obliged to inform the court of the reasons of non-appearance and to
prove validity of these reasons.

2.1f somebody of the participants in a case, who was not surely notified, fails to appear to the court session, the
court hearing shall be adjourned.

In case the participants in a case have been notified of the time and the place of court session, the court shall
postpone hearing of the case, if the good reasons of their non-appearance have been acknowledged.

3.The court is authorized to hear the case by default of the participants, who was notified of the time and the place
of court session, if they have not reported the reasons of their non-appearance before court, or if the court has not
acknowledged the good reasons of their absence.

4.Court is authorized to hear the case by default of the defendant, notified of the time and the place of the court
session, unless the latter informed the court of the good reasons of non-appearance and asked to examine the case
in his absence.

5.The parties are authorized to request the court to examine the case in their absence and to provide them with the
copies of court decision.

6.Court may adjourn the case hearing on the basis of the petition of a participant in a case caused by non-
appearance of his representative on a good reason.

Article 168. The Consequences of Witnesses’, Experts’, Specialists’ and Interpreters’
Failure to Appear to Court Session

1.In case witnesses, experts, specialists or interpreters failed to appear to court session, the court shall listen to the
opinion of the participants in a case regarding a possibility to hear the case by default of witnesses, experts,
specialists or interpreters and bring the ruling either on continuation of court hearing or on adjournment thereof.

2.In case summoned witness, expert, specialist or interpreter has not appeared to the court session on the excuse
acknowledged unreasonable by court, he may be penalized at a rate up to 10-fold minimal monthly legal wage. For
secondary default to court on unreasonable excuse, a withess may be enforced to come (reconducted).

Article 169. Adjournment of Court Hearing

1.Adjournment of court hearing is admitted in the events, stipulated by this Code, but also, when the court
acknowledges impossible to hear the case in the given court session, because of default of any of participants in the
case, or bringing of a counter claim, or the necessity to present or to demand additional evidence, or to draw to the
participation in the case other persons, or to perform other procedural activity.

2.Upon adjournment of court hearing, a new date of court hearing shall be appointed, considering the period of
time necessary to summon the participants in a process or to demand evidence, on what the person appeared to
court, shall be announced under the receipt. Those non-appeared and repeatedly drawn to participation in the
process shall be notified of the time and the place of a new court session.

3.After the adjournment, a court session shall start from the beginning.
4.Unless the parties insisted upon the repeated explanations to be given by the participants in a case, being aware
of the materials of the case, including the explanations earlier given by the participants in a case, and the court staff

has not changed, the court is authorized to provide the participants in the process with an opportunity to confirm
earlier given explanations without repeat thereof, to supplement those, and to put further questions.

Article 170. Examination of Witnesses upon Adjournment of Court Hearing



Upon adjournment of a court hearing, the court is authorized to examine appeared witnesses in presence of the
parties in the court session. Repeated call of these withesses to a new court session shall be only admitted if
necessary.

Article 171. Explanation of Expert’s and Specialist’s Rights and Duties

The chairman shall elucidate the expert and the specialist their rights and duties, and warn the expert on criminal
responsibility for giving the knowingly false opinion, of what he will be asked a receipt to be enclosed to the records of
court hearing.

Article 172. The Beginning of Court Hearing on the Merits

The court hearing on the merits shall be commenced on with the chairman’s or any judge’s report. Afterwards, the
chairman shall clarify whether the plaintiff supports his claims, whether the defendant recognizes the plaintiff's claims
and if the parties desire to complete the case by conclusion of a peaceful agreement.

Article 173. Plaintiff’s Renunciation of Claim, Recognition of the Claim by the Defendant
and Peaceful Agreement Signed by the Parties

1.The plaintiffs application for renunciation of claim, recognition of claim by the defendant and terms and
conditions of the peaceful agreement, signed between the parties, shall be put in the records of the court session and
signed by the plaintiff, the defendant, or by both the parties. In case the renunciation of claim, recognition of claim or
peaceful agreement are expressed in written applications, addressed to court, the applications shall be enclosed to a
case, of which the note should be put in the minutes of the court session.

2.The court shall elucidate to the plaintiff, the defendant or the parties the consequences of renunciation of claim,
of recognition of claim or the conclusion of peaceful agreement between the parties.

3.If the plaintiff renounces a claim and the court accepted the renunciation or a peaceful agreement has been
concluded between the parties, the court shall bring the ruling, by which the proceedings is terminated immediately.
The court ruling must specify the terms and conditions of the peaceful agreement, concluded between the parties, to
be approved by the court. If the defendant recognized a claim, and this is accepted by court, the decision shall be
taken to satisfy the plaintiff's claims.

4.In case the court failed to accept the plaintiff's renunciation of claim, the defendant has recognized the claim or
peaceful agreement has not been approved, the court shall bring the ruling of this and proceed with examination of
the case on its merits.

Article 174. Explanations of the Participants in a Case

1.Upon reporting of a case, the court shall first hear the explanations given by plaintiff and third person participating
at his party, afterwards the explanations of other participants in a case. Prosecutor, representatives of state
authorities, local self government bodies, organizations, citizens, applied to the court for defense of the rights and
legitimate interests of other persons, shall give explanations first. The participants in a case have the right to question
each other. Judges are authorized to question the participants at any moment while they are giving the explanations.

2. If the participants failure to appear and in other cases, stipulated by Articles 62 and 64 of this Code, the
chairman shall read out the written explanations, given by the participants in a case.



Article 175. Sequencing of Examination of Evidence

Upon hearing of the explanations, given by the participants in a case, and considering their opinions, the court shall
sequence examination of evidence.

Article 176. Warning of a Witness of the Responsibility for Refusal to Give Evidence and
for Giving Knowingly False Evidence*

1.The chairman before examination of a witness shall identify personality of the latter, explain witness’s rights and
duties and warn him about the criminal responsibility for refusal to give evidence and for giving of knowingly false
evidence. A witness shall make a signed statement confirming his awareness of his duties and responsibility. The
signed statement shall be enclosed to the records of court session.

2.The chairman shall explain to the minor witness under 16 years age his duty to honestly inform all known facts
relevant to the case, however, he will not be warned about responsibility for wrongful refusal to give evidence and for
giving knowingly false evidence.

Article 177. Procedure of Witnhess’s Examination

1.Each the witness shall be examined individually.

2.The chairman shall clarify the witness’s attitude to the participants in a case, and offer the witness to inform the
court of everything known by him personally regarding the facts of the case.

3.Afterwards, a withess may be questioned. The person, under whose application the witness has been called,
and the representative thereof are the first inquiring followed by other participants in a case and their representatives.
Judges are authorized to question a witness at any moment of the examination.

4.1f need be, the court may repeatedly examine a witness within the same or the next court session, and repeatedly
examine also witnesses to clarify antipathy of their evidence.

5.A witness, when examined, shall stay in the court room until completion of court hearing, unless he was allowed
by court to leave earlier.

Article 178. Witness’s Using of Written Materials

A witness, while giving evidence, may use written materials in the cases when evidence are related to any digital or
other data, which is difficult to keep in mind. These materials shall be presented to court, to the participants in a case,
and may be enclosed to the case on the basis of court ruling.

Article 179. Examination of Minor Witness

1.A witness under fourteen years old, and on court discretion - the one from fourteen to sixteen years old, shall be
examined with the participation of educational specialist to be summoned to court. If need be, the parents, adoptive
parents, tutor or guardian of a minor witness shall be summoned. The specified persons are authorized to question
the witness under the chairman’s permit, and also to state their own opinion regarding the witness’s personality and
the evidence given by the latter.

2.In exceptional cases, if need be to clarify the facts of the case, a particular participant of the case, or any of
citizens attending at the court room, may be removed for the period of examination of a minor witness. The patrticipant
in the case, when returned to the court room, should be informed of the contents of a minor witness’s evidence and
provided with an opportunity to question the witness.



3.A witness under sixteen, upon examined, shall be removed from the court room except for the case when the
court recognizes necessary presence of this witness in the court room.

Article 180. Disclosure of Witnesses’ Evidence

The witnesses’ evidence obtained in the cases, stipulated by Articles 62, 64 of the first part of Article 70 and Article
170 of this Code, shall be disclosed during court session, afterwards, the participants in the case are authorized to
give relevant explanations.

Article 181. Investigation of Written Evidence

Written evidence or records of investigation thereof, made up in the cases, stipulated by Articles 62, 64, Clause 10
of the first part of Article 150 of this Code, shall be disclosed during court session and presented to the participants in
a case, their representatives, and, if need be, to witnesses, experts, and specialists. After that, the participants in a
case may give their explanations.

Article 182. Disclosure and Investigation of Citizens’ Correspondence and Telegraph
Messages

On the purposes of protection of privacy of citizens’ correspondence and telegraph messages, those might be
disclosed and investigated within the framework of open court session by permission of the corresponding persons
only. Without permission of these persons, their correspondence and telegraph messages shall be disclosed and
investigated by court session in camera.

Article 183. Investigation of Material Evidence

1.The court shall examine materials evidence and present them to the participants in a case, their representatives,
and if necessary, to withesses, experts, specialists. The persons, to whom the material evidence are presented, may
draw the court’s attention to certain facts related to examination. These statements shall be put down to the records of
the court session.

Article 184. On-Site Review

1.Written and materials evidence, which is impossible or difficult to bring to court, shall be reviewed at their location
or at another place, defined by court. The court brings a ruling on fulfillment of the review on-site.

2.The participants and their representatives shall be notified of the time and the place of the review, yet, their
failure to appear shall not hamper the review. If need be, witnesses, experts and specialists shall be also summoned.

3.The results of the on-site review shall be put down to the records of court session. The plans, schemes, drafts,
calculations, copies of documents made up or checked during review, and also video records, and photography of
written and material evidence, made during review, and the expert’s opinion and specialist’s written consultation shall
be enclosed to the records of court session.

Article 185. Reproduction and Investigation of Audio or Video Record



1.While reproducing and investigating audio or video records, containing private information, the rules shall be
applied, stipulated by Article 182 of this Code.

2.Audio and video records shall be reproduced in the court room or other room, specially equipped for this purpose,
and characteristics of reproducing sources of evidence and time of reproduction shall be specified in the records of
court session. Afterwards, the court shall hear the explanations of the participants in a case. If need be, an audio or
video record can be repeatedly reproduced in full or in any part of it.

3.In order to clarify information, contained in the audio or video record, court can draw a specialist. If need be, court
may appoint an expert examination.

Article 186. Statement on Forgery of Evidence

If an application is filed suggesting the evidence in a case to be forged, the court may appoint an expert
examination to check the statement aforesaid, or to offer the parties to submit another evidence.

Article 187. Investigation of Expert’s Opinion. Appointment of the Additional or Repeated
Expert Examination.

1.Expert’s opinion shall be disclosed in court session. To elucidate and to supplement the opinion, the expert may
be questioned. The person, who applied for appointment of expert examination, and his representative shall be first
questioning followed by other participants in the case and their representatives. In case, the expert examination has
been appointed on court’s initiative, the plaintiff and his representative shall first question the expert. Judges are
authorized to question expert at any time of the examination.

2.The expert’s opinion shall be investigated in the court session, and evaluated by court along with other evidence,
while, has no prejudication for court. Court's disagreement with the expert's opinion must be motivated in the
judgment or in the court ruling pertaining to the appointment of additional or repeated expert examination to be held in
the cases and in the procedure, stipulated by Article 87 of this Code.

Article 188. Professional Advice

1.In case of need, while reviewing written or material evidence, reproducing audio- or video records, appointing
expert examination, examination of witnesses, taking measures to ensure evidence, court is authorized to attract
professionals to get their advices, explanations and immediate technical support (photography, making up of plans
and schemes, selection of samples for expert examination, evaluation of property).

2.A person summoned to court as a professional, is obliged to appear before court, to answer the questions asked
by court, to give verbal or written advices and explanations, and if need be, to render technical support to court.

3.A professional shall provide the court with verbal or written advice on the basis of his professional knowledge
without additional special researches to be appointed on the basis of court ruling.

Written professional advice shall be disclosed in the court session and enclosed to the case. Professional’s verbal
advices and explanations shall be p