Federal Law of 21 November 2011 N 324-FL
“On Legal Assistance Free of Charge in the Russian Federation”
(extract)


Article 16. Rendering legal assistance free of charge by federal bodies of executive power and institutions subordinated to them, by bodies of executive power of subjects of the Russian Federation and institutions subordinated to them, by management bodies of state extra-treasury funds

1. Federal bodies of executive power and institutions subordinated to them, bodies of executive power of subjects of the Russian Federation and institutions subordinated to them, management bodies of state extra-treasury funds render legal assistance free of charge to citizens by legal consulting in oral and written form in issues relating to their competence, in the order established by legislation of the Russian Federation on consideration of citizens’ applications.

Article 17. Rendering legal assistance free of charge by state legal bureaus

1. To ensure functioning of the state system of legal assistance free of charge, as well as for rendering legal assistance free of charge to citizens in accordance with laws of subjects of the Russian Federation state legal bureaus may be created and/or advocates may be involved in participation in the state system of legal assistance free of charge.
2. State legal bureaus in the course of performance of their activity are also entitled to involve advocates in rendering legal assistance free of charge with due consideration of agreements indicated in Section 5 of Article 18 of this Federal Law, and/or other persons rendering legal assistance free of charge.

Article 18. Rendering legal assistance free of charge by advocates

…

1. Authorized body of executive power of a subject of the Russian Federation shall annually, a  the latest 1 December conclude with an advocates chamber of the subject of the Russian Federation  an agreement on rendering legal assistance free of charge by advocates who are participants of the state system of legal assistance free of charge. The form of such an agreement shall be approved by the authorized body of executive power.

Article 20. Categories of citizen entitled to obtain legal assistance free of charge in frames of the state system of legal assistance free of charge, and cases of rendering such assistance

1. The following categories of citizens have a right to obtain all kinds of legal assistance free of charge provided by Article 6 of this Federal Law  in frames of the state system of legal assistance free of charge:
1) citizens whose families average per capita income is less than the living wage established in the subject of the Russian Federation in accordance with legislation of the Russian Federation. or citizens living alone whose income is less than the living wage (further – law income citizens);
2) invalids of I and II groups;
3) veterans of the Great Patriotic War, Heroes of the Russian Federation, Heroes of the Soviet Union, Heroes of Socialist Labour;
4) invalid children, orphan children, children without parental care, as well as their statutory representatives and representatives if they apply for legal assistance free of charge in issues connected with providing and protection of rights and legitimate interests of such children;
5) citizens having a right to legal assistance free of charge in accordance with the Federal Law of 2 August 1995 N 122-FL “On Social Servicing of Elderly  Citizens and Invalids”;
6) minors who are held in institutions of the system of prophylaxis of homelessness and violations of minors, and minors serving punishment in correctional institutions, as well as their statutory representatives and representatives if they apply for legal assistance free of charge in issues connected with providing and protection of rights and legitimate interests of such minors (except issues connected with rendering legal assistance in criminal proceedings);
7) citizens having a right to legal assistance free of charge in accordance with the Law of the Russian Federation of 2 July 1992 N 3185-1 “On Psychiatrical Aid and Guarantees of Citizens’ Rights upon its Rendering”;
8) citizens recognized incapable by court, as well as their statutory representatives, if they apply of legal assistance free of charge in issues connected with providing and protection of rights and legitimate interests of such citizens;
9) citizens who are granted a right to legal assistance free of charge in accordance with other federal laws and laws of subjects of the Russian Federation.
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