Advocate Professional Ethics Code

Adopted by the First All-Russian Congress of Advocates 31 January 2003
(as subsequently amended)
(extract)


Article 6

…

1. Observance of professional secrets shall be the utmost priority of advocate’s activity. The term of keeping secrets is not limited in time.
2. An advocate may be absolved from his duty to keep professional secrets by nobody except the client.

Article 16

1. An advocate has a right to receive a fee (honorarium) due to him for the work performed, as well as to recover expenses sustained by him.
2. Honorarium is determined by agreement of the parties and may be established with due consideration of volume and complexity of work, length of time needed for its performance, experience and qualification of the advocate, terms,  degree of urgency of performance of work, and other circumstances.
3. An advocate should refrain from inclusion into an agreement a clause according to which payment of the fee is dependent upon the outcome of the case.
This rule is not extended to proprietary disputes in which a fee may be determined in proportion to the amount of the claim if the case is successfully completed.
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